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WHO declares virus crisis a pandemic 


By J. KEATEN, AA. CHENG 
and J. LEICESTER 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Expressing 
alarm both about mounting 
infections and inadequate 
government responses, the 
World Health Organization 
declared Wednesday that 
the global coronavirus cri¬ 
sis is now a pandemic but 
added that it's not too late 
for countries to act. 

By reversing course and 
using the charged word 
"pandemic" that it had pre¬ 
viously shied away from, 
the U.N. health agency 
sought to shock lethargic 
countries into pulling out all 


the stops. "We have called 
every day for countries to 
take urgent and aggressive 
action. We have rung the 
alarm bell loud and clear," 
said Tedros Adhanom Ghe- 
breyesus, the WHO chief. 
"All countries can still 
change the course of this 
pandemic. If countries 
detect, test, treat, isolate, 
trace and mobilize their 
people in the response," he 
said. "We are deeply con¬ 
cerned by the alarming 
levels of spread and sever¬ 
ity and by the alarming lev¬ 
els of inaction." 

Continued on Page 2 


A man and a girl on a scooter are backdropped by a Lombardy region campaign advertising 
reading in Italian ‘ Coronavirus let’s stop it together ’, at the Porta Nuova business district in Milan, 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020. 
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WHO declares virus crisis a pandemic 


Continued from Front 

The WHO said Iran and Italy 
are the new front lines of 
the battle against the virus 
that started in China. 
"They're suffering but I guar¬ 
antee you other countries 
will be in that situation 
soon," said Dr. Mike Ryan, 
the WHO's emergencies 
chief. 

He added that the agen¬ 
cy thought long and hard 
about labeling the crisis a 
pandemic — meaning a 
new virus causing sustained 
outbreaks in multiple re¬ 
gions of the world. 

The risk of employing the 
term, Ryan said, is "if peo¬ 
ple use it as on excuse to 
give up." 

But the benefit is "potential¬ 
ly of galvanizing the world 
to fight." 


Underscoring the mounting 
challenge: The case count 
outside Chino has multi¬ 
plied 13-fold over the last 
two weeks to over 118,000, 
with the disease now re¬ 
sponsible for nearly 4,291 
deaths, WHO said. 

With officials saying that 
Europe has become the 
new epicenter, Italy's cas¬ 
es soared again, to 12,462 
infections and 827 deaths 
— numbers second only to 
China. 

"If you want to be blunt, Eu¬ 
rope is the new China," said 
Robert Redfield, the head 
of the U.S. Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. 

Italy weighed imposing 
even tighter restrictions on 
daily life and announced 
billions in financial relief 
Wednesday to cushion 


economic shocks from the 
coronovirus, its latest efforts 
to adjust to the fast-evolv¬ 
ing crisis that silenced the 
usually bustling heart of the 
Catholic faith, St. Peter's 
Square. 

In Iran, by far the hardest- 
hit country in the Middle 
East, the senior vice presi¬ 
dent and two other Cabi¬ 
net ministers were reported 
to have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19, the illness 
caused by the virus. Iran 
reported another jump in 
deaths, by 62 to 354 — be¬ 
hind only China and Italy. 

In Italy, Premier Giuseppe 
Conte said he would con¬ 
sider requests from Lom¬ 
bardy, Italy's hardest-hit 
region, to toughen the al¬ 
ready extraordinary anti¬ 
virus lockdown that was 
extended nationwide 
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The cruise ship Aidamar is docked at the Port of Zeebrugge, 
Belgium, Wednesday, March 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Tuesday. Lombardy wants 
to shut down nonessen¬ 
tial businesses and reduce 
public transportation. 

These measures would be 
on top of travel and social 
restrictions that imposed 
an eerie hush on cities and 
towns across the country. 
Police enforced rules that 
customers stay 1 meter (3 
feet) apart and ensured 
that businesses closed by 6 
p.m. 

Milan shopkeeper Claudia 
Sobbatini said she favored 
the stricter measures. Rath¬ 
er than risk customers pos¬ 
sibly infecting each other 
in her children's clothing 
store, she closed it. 

"I cannot have people 
standing at a distance. 
Children must try on the 
clothes. We have to know 
if they will fit," she said. 

Still, the effectiveness of 
such measures as travel re¬ 
strictions and quarantines 
will likely drop substantially 
and be called into ques¬ 
tion as COVID-19 spreads 
globally, making it impos¬ 
sible for countries to keep 
the virus out. Health offi¬ 
cials will also need to be 
more flexible in their coor¬ 
dinated response efforts, 
as the epicenters are likely 
to shift quickly and dramat¬ 
ically — as the recent erup¬ 
tions in Iran and Italy have 
demonstrated. 

Conte emphasized fight¬ 
ing the outbreak must not 


come at the expense of 
civil liberties, suggesting 
that that Italy is unlikely 
to adopt the draconian 
quarantine measures that 
helped Chino push down 
new infections from thou¬ 
sands per day to a trickle 
now and allowed its manu¬ 
facturers to restart produc¬ 
tion lines. 

China's new worry is that 
the coronovirus could re¬ 
enter from abroad. Bei¬ 
jing's city government an¬ 
nounced that all overseas 
visitors will be quarantined 
for 14 days. Of 24 new 
cases that China reported 
Wednesday, five arrived 
from Italy and one from 
the United States. China 
has had over 81,000 virus 
infections and over 3,000 
deaths. 

For most, the coronovirus 
causes only mild or mod¬ 
erate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. But for a 
few, especially older adults 
and people with existing 
health problems, it con 
cause more severe illness¬ 
es, including pneumonia. 
More than 121,000 people 
have been infected world¬ 
wide and over 4,300 have 
died. 

But most people recover. 
People with mild illness re¬ 
cover in about two weeks, 
while those with more se¬ 
vere illness may take three 
to six weeks to recover, the 
WHO says.Q 
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FAA waives rules that led airlines to fly empty planes 


By DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 

Federal regulators waived 
a rule Wednesday that was 
causing airlines to fly nearly 
empty planes just to avoid 
losing takeoff and landing 
rights at major airports. 

The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration said it would 
suspend the rule through 
May 31 to help airlines that 
are canceling flights be¬ 
cause of the new virus out¬ 
break. 

The FAA assigns takeoff 
and landing rights, or "slots," 
at a few big, congested 
airports. Airlines must use 


80% of their highly coveted 
slots or risk forfeiting them. 
That FAA requirement — 
and especially a similar rule 
in Europe — led airlines to 
operate flights using those 
slots even if there were very 
few passengers. 

The FAA's decision affects 
flights at John F. Kennedy 
and LaGuardia airports 
in New York and Reagan 
Washington National Air¬ 
port outside Washington, 
D.C. 

The FAA said it also would 
not punish airlines that 
cancel flights through May 
31 at four other airports 


where the agency ap¬ 
proves schedules: Chica¬ 
go’s O'Hore International 
Airport, Newark Liberty In¬ 
ternational Airport in New 
Jersey; Los Angeles Interna¬ 
tional Airport and San Fran¬ 
cisco International Airport. 
The FAA waiver covers U.S. 
and foreign airlines. The 
agency’s announcement 
come a day after the Eu¬ 
ropean Commission prom¬ 
ised to move quickly to 
waive its similar rule. 

It could take weeks or even 
months for the European 
Commission to adopt the 
proposal, but it is likely to 



In this Jan. 10, 2020 file photo, o commercial plane flies into o 
windy, cloudy sky at the Fort Lauderdale- Hollywood International 
Airport in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Associated Press 

have immediate effect. It is dent that the emergency 
a signal to airlines that they rules change will be ap- 
can stop flying mostly emp- proved before airport slots 
ty planes and still be confi- ore allotted agoin.Q 
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Congress acts to limit Trump on military action in Iran 



House Foreign Affairs Commitfee Chairman Eiiof Engel, D-N.Y., left, and ranking member Rep. 
Michael McCaul, R-Texas, talk during a House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing in Washington, 
Friday, Feb. 28, 2020, as Secretary of State Mike Pompeo testifies. 

Associated Press 


By MAnHEW DALY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Defy¬ 
ing a veto threat. Congress 
has approved a bipartisan 
measure to limit President 
Donald Trump's authority to 
launch military operations 
against Iran. 

The House gave final leg¬ 
islative approval to the 
measure Wednesday, 227- 
186, sending it to Trump. 
The president has prom¬ 
ised to veto the war pow¬ 
ers resolution, warning that 
if his "hands were tied, Iran 
would have a field day." 
The resolution, sponsored 
by Sen. Tim Koine, D-Vo., 
declares that Trump must 
win approval from Con¬ 
gress before engaging 
in further military action 
against Iran. Koine and oth¬ 
er supporters soy the mea¬ 
sure is not about Trump or 
even the presidency, but 
instead is an important re¬ 
assertion of congressional 
power to declare war. 

Six Republicans joined 220 
Democrats and indepen¬ 
dent Rep. Justin Amash of 
Michigan to support the 
measure. Six Democrats 
and 180 Republicans op¬ 
posed it. In the Senate last 
month, eight Republicans 
backed the resolution. 

The resolution "sends a clear 
message that the Ameri¬ 
can people don't want war 
with Iran and that Congress 
has not authorized war with 
Iran," said Rep. Eliot Engel, 
D-N.Y., chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com¬ 
mittee. 

While tensions with Iron 
have abated since a U.S. 
drone strike that killed Iran's 
top general in early Janu¬ 
ary, the resolution clarify¬ 
ing Congress' power to de¬ 
clare war is still important, 
Engel said. 

"Congress doesn't have 
to wait until the president 
alone decides to use mili¬ 
tary force again," Engel 


told House members dur¬ 
ing floor debate Wednes¬ 
day. "It's our responsibility to 
do something, because we 
know the tensions could 
flare up again at a mo¬ 
ment's notice. Iran has not 
been deterred as the ad¬ 
ministration promised." 
Texas Rep. Michael Mc¬ 
Caul, the top Republican 
on the Foreign Affairs Com¬ 
mittee, called the war pow¬ 
ers measure "divisive and ir¬ 
responsible" and based on 
o false premise. 

"It orders the president to 
terminate hostilities against 
Iran. The problem is, for the 
other side, we are not en¬ 
gaged in hostilities in Iran," 
McCaul said. 

If the U.S. military launches 
strikes in Iran, "I believe that 
the president would need 
to come before this body 
to ask for a new authoriza¬ 
tion" for the use of force, 
McCaul said. "But that is 
not what we are facing." 
The House vote marked a 
rare exertion of authority 
from Congress, which also 
moved to impose restric¬ 


tions on U.S. involvement 
with the Soudi-led war in 
Yemen last year after U.S.- 
based journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi was killed in o 
gruesome murder at Saudi 
Arabia's consulate in Tur¬ 
key. 

Trump promptly vetoed 
that measure. 

The Democratic-controlled 
House passed a sepa¬ 
rate, nonbinding resolution 
on Iran in January, a few 
weeks before the Senate 
approved Koine's resolu¬ 
tion. Two-thirds votes in the 
House and the GOP-run 
Senate would be needed 
to override an expected 
Trump veto. 

Koine hailed the House 
vote. 

"For years. Congress has 
abdicated its responsibil¬ 
ity on matters of war, but 
now a bipartisan majority in 
both the Senate and House 
has made clear that we 
shouldn't be engaged in 
hostilities with Iran without a 
vote of Congress," he said 
in a statement. 

The legislation "doesn't pre¬ 


vent the president from de¬ 
fending the United States 
against imminent attack," 
but instead "demands that 
the decision of whether or 
not we go on offense and 
send our troops into harm's 
way should only be made 
after serious deliberation 
and a vote of Congress," 


Koine added. "If President 
Trump is serious about his 
promise to stop endless 
wars, he will sign this resolu¬ 
tion into low." 

In o statement of admin¬ 
istration policy, the White 
House said the resolution 
should be rejected "be¬ 
cause it attempts to hin¬ 
der the president's ability 
to protect" U.S. diplomats, 
forces, allies and partners, 
including Israel, from the 
continued threat posed by 
Iron and its proxies, includ¬ 
ing militia groups and for¬ 
eign fighters in Syria. 

"Iron has o long history of 
attacking United States 
and coalition forces both 
directly and through its 
proxies," the White House 
said, adding the congres¬ 
sional resolution could hin¬ 
der Trump's ability to pro¬ 
tect U.S. forces and inter¬ 
ests in the region. 

"This joint resolution is un¬ 
timely and misguided. Its 
adoption by Congress 
could undermine the abil¬ 
ity of the United States to 
protect American citizens 
whom Iran continues to 
seek to harm," the White 
House said. □ 
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Suit filed over Sandy Hook-inspired law limiting gun rounds 



In this April 10, 2013 file photo, Jonathon Scollse, owner of Ammunition Storage Components, 
holds up a 10-round, left, and a 30-round magazine that his company manufacturers for the AR-15 
rifle in New Britain, Conn. 

Associated Press 

ously legal," said Allan Got¬ 


By DAVE COLLINS 
Associated Press 
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — 

Gun rights supporters are 
suing Connecticut officials 
over part ot a 2013 state 
gun control law passed 
after the Sandy Hook El¬ 
ementary School shooting, 
saying it unconstitutionally 
bans people from loading 
more than 10 rounds of am¬ 
munition into their firearms. 
The lawsuit filed Tuesday in 
U.S. District Court cites the 
Second Amendment right 
to bear arms and the ability 
of people to better defend 
themselves with more bul¬ 
lets in their guns. 

"Law abiding gun own¬ 
ers in Connecticut are left 
more susceptible to harm 
or death by being limited 
in their means of self-de¬ 
fense," Holly Sullivan, presi¬ 
dent of the Connecticut 
Citizens Defense League, 
said in o written statement. 
"Criminals who are intent 
on doing harm will not fol¬ 
low this some low." 

The defense league, the 
Second Amendment 
Foundation and two Con¬ 
necticut gun owners filed 
the lawsuit against Pub¬ 
lic Safety Commissioner 
James Rovello, state police 
Col. Stovros Mellekos and 
Chief State’s Attorney Rich¬ 
ard Colongelo Jr., none of 
whom were in their current 
jobs when the gun control 
low was passed. 

"This is o legal process, in 
which they were named os 
o result of their current posi¬ 
tion," said Brian Foley, o top 
aide to Rovello, who over¬ 
sees state police. "We will 
work through this important 
process, unfortunately we 
cannot comment further." 
The U.S. Supreme Court has 
held that states con regu¬ 
late firearms to protect 
public safety, said state 
Attorney General William 
Tong, whose office will de¬ 
fend state officials and the 
gun low. 

"Commonsense gun vio¬ 
lence prevention measures 
ore clearly constitutional," 
Tong said in o written state¬ 
ment. "Reasonable limits on 
high capacity magazines 
save lives. The vast major¬ 
ity of the American people 
support — and demand — 
these basic public safety 


measures. 

State officials passed some 
of the strictest gun control 
lows in the country otter o 
gunman used on AR-15- 
style rifle to kill 20 young 
children and six educators 
at Sandy Hook in Newtown 
on Dec. 14, 2012. 

The lows included o bon 
on ammunition magazines 
that hold more than 10 bul¬ 
lets. People who owned 
"large capacity" maga¬ 
zines that hold more than 
10 rounds of ammunition 
before the low took effect 
were required to notify the 
state Department of Emer¬ 
gency Services and Public 
Protection and were al¬ 
lowed to keep them, but 
ore prohibited from put¬ 
ting more than 10 rounds in 
them. 

Gun control supporters soy 
the low con save lives by 
limiting how many bullets 
o shooter con fire before 
having to reload. It was 
approved by former Gov. 
Donnel Malloy, o Demo¬ 
crat, and the Democrotic- 
controlled legislature. 

But gun rights supporters 
soy that magazines that 
hold more than 10 rounds 
ore considered standard 
and that many firearms ore 
not available with maga¬ 
zines that hold fewer than 
10 rounds. 

"This low does nothing more 
than penalize law-abiding 
citizens while criminalizing 
components of handguns 
they own that were previ¬ 


tlieb, founder and execu¬ 
tive vice president of the 
Second Amendment Foun¬ 
dation, based in Bellevue, 
Washington. 

The two gun owners suing 
the state ore Susan Ross, 
of East Hoddom, and Do- 
menic Bosile, of Water- 
town, who both own hand¬ 
guns with magazines de¬ 
signed to hold more than 
10 rounds. 

"A person with 15 rounds 
of ammunition available 
will be better able to de¬ 
fend himself or herself from 
o criminal gong, or from o 
drug-crazed criminal who 
continues attacking even 
otter being shot, than o 
person who has only 10 
rounds of ammunition 


available before they must 
reload their gun," the law¬ 
suit soys. 

Po Murray, chairwoman 
of the Newtown Action 
Alliance, said the lawsuit 
should be dismissed in the 
interest of public safety 
and public health. The al¬ 
liance was formed to pre¬ 
vent gun violence otter the 
Sandy Hook shooting. 
"Assault weapons and high 
capacity magazines ore 
the weapons of choice for 
moss shooters," she said. 
"The U.S. Constitution must 
protect the lives of inno¬ 
cent children and adults 
in schools not the gun lob¬ 
by's pursuit of profits selling 
weapons of war designed 
to efficiently kill maximum 
number of people."Q 
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AP Exclusive: Inside massive DEA raid targeting drug cartel 


special agent in charge of nia, about a dozen team 
Drug Enforcement Admin- members prepped early 
istrotion's special opera- Wednesday for their target, 
tions division. "They promise They searched the home. 



DEA agents search a residential house during an arrest of a suspected drug trafficker on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 in Diamond Bar, Calif. 

Associafed Press 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
CHANTILLY, Va. (AP) — In 

the darkness, the team suits 
up quietly, putting on their 
helmets and tactical gear. 
Federal agents lug batter¬ 
ing rams, bolt cutters and 
heavy weaponry by foot 
up a hill on a residential 
California street that's softly 
aglow from street lamps. 
Then the agents turn onto 
the walkway of their tar¬ 
get’s home. 

"Police! Search warrant!" 
one officer yells as agents 
bang on the front door. 
"Police search warrant!" 
And then three thunder¬ 
ous bangs as the task force 
breaks down the front door. 
Moments later, a reputed 
member of the Jalisco New 
Generation Cartel, known 
as CJNG, is walked out in 
handcuffs. 

In early-morning raids 
Wednesday, agents 

fanned out across the Unit¬ 
ed States, culminating a 
six-month investigation with 
the primary goal of disman¬ 
tling the upper echelon of 
CJNG and hoping to get 
closer to capturing its lead¬ 
er, one of the most wanted 
men in America. There’s a 
$10 million reward for the 
arrest of Nemesio "El Men- 
cho" Oseguera. 

The gang controls between 
one-third and two-thirds of 
the U.S. drug market. It is so 
violent that members leave 
piles of bodies in streets 
and hanging from over¬ 
passes in Mexico, and they 
fill the city of Guadalajara 
with mass graves. They car¬ 
ry machine guns and hand 
grenades. They once used 
rocket launchers to shoot 
down a Mexican military 
helicopter. 

More than 600 people 
have been arrested dur¬ 
ing the operation in recent 
months, more than 15,000 
kilos of meth was seized 
and nearly $20 million tak¬ 
en as search and arrest 
warrants were executed. 
About 250 were arrested 
Wednesday. 

"El Mencho and his as¬ 
sociates prey on the ad¬ 
dicts, and they prey on 
small towns where they 
can act as bullies and in¬ 
filtrate these small towns," 
said Wendy Woolcok, the 


hope, and they deliver de¬ 
spair." 

For the U.S, combating 
Mexico's fastest-growing 
and most violent gang is a 
top priority. Law enforce¬ 
ment officials believe the 
gang has drug distribution 
hubs in Los Angeles, New 
York, Chicago, Flouston 
and Atlanta. It is believed 
to have a presence in 24 of 
Mexico’s 32 states. 

Unlike other cartels, CJNG 
shows no reluctance in di¬ 
rectly attacking police and 
army patrols and is blamed 
for the deadliest attacks 
against law enforcement 
forces in Mexico. In elimi¬ 
nating rivals, it has carried 
out spectacular acts of vio¬ 
lence. 

"Their propensity to vio¬ 
lence is a big part of it, 
they're very violent organi¬ 
zation, they're a well-armed 
organization, but really the 
gasoline that was thrown 
on the fire was synthetic 
drugs," said Bill Bodner, the 
special agent in charge of 
the DEA's field office in Los 
Angeles. 

The Associated Press had 
exclusive access to the 
raid outside Los Angeles 
and the national com¬ 
mand center. In Galifor- 


a stately, salmon-colored 
Spanish Colonial-style with 
a large chandelier in the 
foyer, palm trees in the 
front yard, and crawled 
on the ground to look un¬ 
der cars, including a black 
Lexus, in the driveway. No 
shots were fired. 

■Victor Ochoa, 34, was ar¬ 
rested on drug charges. 
The DEA alleges he acts as 
a stash house manager for 
the cartel. It wasn't clear 
yet whether he had a de¬ 
fense attorney. 

At the command center 
tucked inside a nonde¬ 
script government building 
in northern Virginia, a group 
of a dozen analysts and 
agents sat behind com¬ 
puter screens inside a con¬ 
ference room that's been 
converted into a com¬ 
mand center. As agents 
were banging down doors 
across the country, the 
phones rang at the com¬ 
mand center and analysts 
recorded the number of ar¬ 
rests and amount of drugs 
seized on printed work¬ 
sheets. 

An analyst entered the in¬ 
formation into a DEA com¬ 
puter screen as other ana¬ 
lysts ran phone numbers, 
addresses and nicknames 


found inside the homes be¬ 
ing searched. 

The special agent in charge 
of the special operations 


division assembled with her 
team in front of a heat map 
— red dots glowing darker 
and darker as more arrests 
are made, primarily in Tex¬ 
as, Galifornia and New Jer¬ 
sey. By 9 a.m., more than 
60 people had been taken 
into custody. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Brian Benczkowski, head of 
the Justice Department’s 
criminal division, called the 
operation "the most com¬ 
prehensive action to date 
in the Department of Jus¬ 
tice’s effort to disrupt, dis¬ 
mantle and ultimately de¬ 
stroy CJNG" 

While Mexican drug car¬ 
tels made their money 
predominantly from mari¬ 
juana in past decades, the 
market has somewhat dis¬ 
sipated with the state-level 
legalization of cannabis in 
dozens of states across the 
U.S. 

Now, they've turned to 
methamphetamine and 
fentanyl, selling it at almost 
14 times the price it cost 
to make and flooding the 
streets of the U.S., fueling 
homelessness and the opi¬ 
oid crisis, and leaving be¬ 
hind another trail of bodies: 
from overdoses. 

The Jalisco Cartel was 


formed in 2010 from a wing 
of the Sinaloa cartel based 
in the western city of Gua¬ 
dalajara. While it once 
specialized in producing 
methamphetamine, like 
most Mexican cartels it has 
expanded into multidrug 
shipments including fen¬ 
tanyl, cocaine, meth and 
heroin. 

The cartel is led by the 
elusive Oseguera, whose 
bodyguards once shot 
down a Mexican military 
helicopter to prevent his 
arrest. In recent weeks, 
prosecutors have brought 
charges against his son, 
Nemesio Oseguera, also 
known as "El Menchito" and 
his daughter, Jessica Jo¬ 
hanna Oseguera. 

And officials say he’s more 
dangerous than reputed 
Mexican drug kingpin and 
escape artist Joaquin "El 
Chapo" Guzman, who as 
leader of the Sinaloa cartel 
ran a massive drug con¬ 
spiracy that spread mur¬ 
der and mayhem for more 
than two decades. 

"I think the threat from 
El Mencho and GJNG is 
greater right now because 
in my opinion, at the time 
Chapo was captured or 
at the time he was kind of 
at his at his heyday, so to 
speak, the Sinaloa Cartel 
was fractured, it was a little 
broken up," Bodner said. 

El Chapo was a little flash¬ 
ier, but Mencho and the 
Jalisco gang see their drug 
business as just that - busi¬ 
ness, Bodner said. 

"They have a little bit more 
discipline. They're not nec¬ 
essarily into the partying 
and living the good life, it's 
just about the business of 
drug trafficking and con¬ 
trol, and that’s what makes 
them scarier, Bodner said. 
The Jalisco cartel is also 
known for brazen tactics 
such as driving around in 
convoys of pickup trucks 
marked with the letters 
"CJNG" and for circulating 
videos of heavily-armed 
cartel gunmen in military- 
style dress. While Mexico 
says it is no longer con¬ 
centrating on detaining 
drug lords, the Mexican 
government has extra¬ 
dited Oseguera’s son and 
has detained some of his 
associates. □ 
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Chicago, other cities, cancel St. Patrick's Day parades 



In this March 17,2018 file photo, boots move through the water os 
the Chicago River is dyed green for St. Patrick's Day in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
on Wednesday joined the 
ranks of cities around the 
world to scrap St. Patrick's 
Day parades amid con¬ 
cerns about spread of the 
new coronavirus, calling off 
an event that attracts tens 
of thousands of revelers 
who line the streets, pack 
themselves into pubs and 
peer into o river that every 
year is turned bright green. 
Chicago's mayor said she 
couldn’t risk the kind of 
gathering that scientists 
warn could hasten the fur¬ 
ther spread of COVID-19. 
"Like cities across the na¬ 
tion, we concluded that 
having a parade at this 
time posed on unnecessary 
risk to the public's health," 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot told 
reporters at a news confer- 


CENTRALISLIP, N.Y. (AP) —A 

woman who drove her SUV 
over a New York mother 
who had been saluted by 
President Donald Trump for 
her crusade against gang 
violence was found guilty 
Wednesday of all charges. 
Annmarie Drago was con¬ 
victed of criminally negli¬ 
gent homicide, petit larce¬ 
ny and criminal mischief in 
the September 2018 death 
of Evelyn Rodriguez. 
Rodriguez became o sym¬ 
bol in the fight against MS- 
13 gang violence after her 
16-year-old daughter was 
hacked and beaten to 
death along with a friend 
on a suburban Long Island 
street. She was killed af¬ 
ter confronting Drago for 
trashing a memorial set up 
for the second anniversary 
of the girl’s death near the 
spot where she was slain. 
Prosecutors said the me- 


ence with a supportive Illi¬ 
nois Gov. J.B. Pritzker. 
Chicago's parade hod 
been scheduled for Satur¬ 
day, ahead of St. Patrick's 
Day on Tuesday. 

"We all know what the St. 
Patrick's Day celebrations 
mean to the city of Chica¬ 
go," said Pritzker, a Demo¬ 
crat. "Because of what 
we've seen nationally, and 
across the world, of the in¬ 
creased risk of large gath¬ 
erings, this was the right 
call." 

Indeed, it was deemed 
the right call in cities from 
Boston and Philadelphia to 
Denver and San Francisco. 
The cities of Dublin — the 
one in Ohio and the one 
in Ireland — also pulled the 
plugs on their parades. 

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only 
mild or moderate symp- 


morial was in front of Dro- 
go's mother's home and 
was concerned it would 
scare off potential buyers. 
The fatal SUV strike was 
recorded by a television 
news crew that was rolling 
as dignitaries, including a 
congressman, prepared to 


toms, such os fever and 
cough. For some, especial¬ 
ly older adults and people 
with existing health prob¬ 
lems, it can cause more se¬ 
vere illness, including pneu¬ 
monia. 

The cancellations come as 
the number of confirmed 
coronavirus cases climbs. 
In the U.S., the total has 
topped 1,000. Worldwide, 
more than 119,000 hove 
been infected, and more 
than 4,200 have died. 
Lightfoot's announcement 
came a day after officials 
announced that the num¬ 
ber of cases in Illinois had 
climbed by eight to 19. 

The vast majority of people 
recover from the new virus. 
According to the World 
Health Organization, peo¬ 
ple with mild illness recover 
in about two weeks, while 
those with more severe ill- 


head to the scene in Brent¬ 
wood for o vigil. 

Drogo's defense team has 
said she never intended to 
hurt anyone and was only 
trying to escape Rodriguez 
and her companion. 

Drago faces up to four 
years in prison.Q 


ness may take three to six 
weeks to recover. 

Some cities were still con¬ 
sidering what to do about 
their St. Patrick's Day pa¬ 
rades. On Wednesday, the 
City Council in Savannah, 
Georgia, announced it 
would hold an emergency 
meeting later in the day to 
discuss the city's 196-year- 
old parade. Savannah 
and surrounding Chatham 
County so far have no con¬ 
firmed COVID-19 cases. 

The city's weekend fes¬ 
tivities and March 17 pa¬ 
rade draws crowds ap¬ 
proaching a half million 
people, potentially more 
than tripling the size of the 


FINE WINiS AND SPI EllTS 
SPECIALITY STORE 


146,000-resident city for a 
few days. 

In Chicago, the cancella¬ 
tion of Saturday's parade 
is bad news for the res¬ 
taurants that usually are 
packed with revelers all 
day and well into the night. 
"For us it's devastating," said 
Kieran Aherne, regional 
manager of Fade Irish Pub, 
four blocks from the Chi¬ 
cago River that ordinarily 
would be dyed green. "Sat¬ 
urday is bigger here than 
St. Patrick's Day and this will 
be a six-figure loss for us." 

In a news release. Light- 
foot's office said the city 
will work with organizers to 
reschedule the parade.Q 
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Woman convicted in 
death of anti-gang crusader 



In this Nov. 29, 2018 file photo, Annmarie Drago appears at Suf¬ 
folk County District Court in Central Islip, N.Y. 

Associated Press 
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Facing recession, Europe grasps for ways to limit damage 



European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde talks to German Finance Minister Olaf Scholz 
during a meeting of European Union Finance Ministers in Eurogroup format at the Justus Lipsius 
building in Brussels, Monday, Feb. 17, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Suddenly staring reces¬ 
sion in the face, European 
leaders are lining up an 
array of tax breaks, finan¬ 
cial support for companies 
and likely central bank 
measures in the hope of 
preventing the coronavi- 
rus outbreak from dealing 
long-term damage to the 
economy. 

Expectations hove grown 
that European Central 
Bank officials will announce 
more monetary stimulus 
when they meet Thursday, 
after the Bank of England 
acted Wednesday and the 
U.S. Federal Reserve last 
week. 

The European Commission 
plans to set up a 25 billion- 
euro ($28 billion) invest¬ 
ment fund to support the 
health core system, busi¬ 
nesses and labor market 
measures. The Italian and 
British governments are of¬ 
fering separate packages 
of at least the same size. 
Yet any such actions will 
likely be more damage lim¬ 
itation than cure. 

Monetary stimulus and 
government spending can 
spur demand for goods. 
But the coronavirus deals a 
shock from the supply side 
by closing businesses and 
making people stay home, 
highlighted by Italy's dra¬ 
matic decision this week to 
limit travel and public gath¬ 
erings across the country. 
Lower interest rotes or tax 
cuts cannot solve that. 
Meanwhile, action to help 


the 19 countries that use 
the euro currency faces 
constraints from the lack of 
a large central treasury, a 
hurdle other large econo¬ 
mies like the U.S. and China 
do not face. 

"The world is facing a medi¬ 
cal emergency that mon¬ 
etary and fiscal policy 
cannot fix," said Holger 
Schmieding, chief econo¬ 
mist at Berenberg private 
bonk. 

The best policymakers con 
do for the economy is to 
prevent the virus from deal¬ 
ing prolonged damage 
even after the outbreak 
ends, to keep small- and 
medium-sized companies 
that provide most of the 
jobs in the economy from 
going out of business due 


to a short-term issue be¬ 
yond their control. 

Marco Tronchetti Provera, 
CEO of Italian tire maker 
Pirelli, said that decisive ac¬ 
tion on a large scale was 
needed: "Very quickly, we 
need to be ready to make 
a large plan of investments 
also at the European level 
in order to recover. 

"It is a war that can be very 
short, with o contained 
number of victims. It is o 
very quick war if we handle 
it properly." 

One employee at Pire¬ 
lli's main Italian production 
plant near Turin tested posi¬ 
tive for the virus, requiring 
the company to reduce 
production due to sanita¬ 
tion work as well as mea¬ 
sures to put more space 


between worker. Tronch¬ 
etti Provera said Pirelli hod 
learned from its experience 
coping with the outbreak 
in Chino, where it has three 
plants, and is still able to 
ship tires from Italy, which 
accounts for 6-7% of global 
production. 

Besides manufacturers, 
among the most affect¬ 
ed companies are those 
involved in travel. The 
number of people going 
through European airports 
is expected to fall by 187 
million this year, hurting 
hotels, restaurants, cab- 
drivers and airlines, among 
others. Lufthansa is cutting 
up to half of its flights from 
April. Ryanair suspended 
all flights to and from Italy. 
Trade fairs have been can¬ 


celed and football match¬ 
es are taking place in emp¬ 
ty stadiums. 

The investment fund an¬ 
nounced Tuesday by Eu¬ 
ropean Commission Presi¬ 
dent Ursula von der Leyen 
draws from the existing EU 
budget and amounts to 
only some 0.1% of the an¬ 
nual 18.8 trillion euro ($20.7 
trillion) EU economy. 

Von der Leyen said national 
leaders including German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron agreed 
during a video conference 
Tuesday to "use all the 
tools at our disposal so that 
the European economy 
weathers this storm." That 
includes being flexible in EU 
rules limiting debt and com¬ 
ing up with clear guidelines 
on permissible state aid to 
companies. 

At the notional level, Italy, 
which has been hit hardest 
by far by the virus outbreak, 
is earmarking 25 billion eu¬ 
ros to confront the crisis. It 
will support health services, 
ensure people do not lose 
jobs due to travel restric¬ 
tions and support families 
by, for example, delaying 
payments on mortgages 
and taxes. 

Britain, no longer o mem¬ 
ber of the European Union 
but still an important trade 
partner, made available 30 
billion pounds ($39 billion) 
in its new budget to cush¬ 
ion the impact of the out¬ 
break. The Bank of England 
added stimulus by cutting 
o key interest benchmark 
to 0.25% from 0.75%.Q 


France, Spain honor hundreds of terrorism victims, vow unity 



French President Emmanuel Macron delivers his speech during 
a ceremony to honor victims of terror attacks in Europe, at the 
Trocadero in Paris, Wednesday March 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The presi¬ 
dent of France and the 
king of Spain paid hom¬ 
age Wednesday to victims 
of terrorism in a special 
ceremony prompted by 
attacks that hit both their 
countries and changed 
Europe’s security posture. 
France’s Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron and Spain’s King Fe¬ 
lipe and Queen Letizia led 
a ceremony on Trocadero 
plaza overlooking the Eiffel 
Tower with survivors of ter¬ 
rorist attacks and families 


of victims. The European 
Union chose March 11 as 
a day of continent-wide 
commemoration of ter¬ 
rorism victims after the 
Madrid train bombing on 
March 11, 2004 that killed 
nearly 200 people and 
woke Europe up to 21st 
century threats of Islamic 
extremism. 

Macron paid tribute to 
the victims of a string of 
attacks in France, starting 
with shootings in 2012 that 
killed children at a Jewish 
school, a rabbi and para¬ 


troopers in the Toulouse 
region. 

Extremists claiming links 
to the Islamic State group 
or Al-Qaida hit France 
repeatedly in 2015 and 
2016. Among their vic¬ 
tims: cartoonists at satirical 
newspaper Charlie Heb- 
do, shoppers at a kosher 
market, concert-goers 
at the Bataclan, diners 
in Paris cafes, an elderly 
priest at the altar, holiday 
revelers on the seaside of 
Nice, and several police 
officers. □ 
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Ex-French prime minister's wife is key figure in fraud trial 



France's former Prime Minister Francois Fillon, ieft, and his wife 
courthouse, in Paris, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020. 


By SYLVIE CORBET and 
NICOLAS VAUX-MONTAG- 
NY 

Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — For over three 
decades, Penelope Fillon 
was known os the very dis¬ 
creet wite of a prominent 
politician who became 
France's prime minister. She 
is now at center stage of a 
fraud trial in Paris for well- 
paid, public-funded jobs 
as an aide to her husband 
that she allegedly did not 
perform. 

The Fillons have denied 
wrongdoing. 

The trial ending Wednesday 
is set to determine whether 
Penelope Fillon's activities 
were in the traditional role 
of an elected official's part¬ 
ner — or involved actual 
paid work. 

The scandal, revealed by 
the French press just three 
months before the coun¬ 
try's 2017 presidential elec¬ 
tion, cost ex-Prime Minister 
Francois Fillon his reputa¬ 
tion. Once the front-runner, 
Fillon sunk to third place in 
the presidential race won 
by Emmanuel Macron. 

The long-standing practice 
of French politicians hiring 
family members for well- 
paid public jobs while other 
French workers were strug¬ 
gling created a backlash 
of public anger against 
France's political elite. 
Prosecutors lashed out at 
what they called "fraudu¬ 
lent, systematic practic¬ 
es." They requested five 
years in prison, including 
a three-year suspended 
sentence, and o 375,000 
euro ($417,870) fine against 
Francois Fillon, and a three- 
year suspended sentence 
and the same fine against 
his wife. 

The verdict will be rendered 


on June 29. 

Fillon has been charged 
with the misuse of public 
funds, receiving money 
from the misuse of public 
funds and the misappro¬ 
priation of company assets. 
His wife has been charged 
mostly as an accomplice. 
Her aide work brought the 
family more than 1 million 
euros ($1.08 million) since 
1998. Her previous jobs 
were subject to the statute 
of limitations. 

British-born Penelope Fillon, 
64, told the court how she 
came to France to study lit¬ 
erature, met Fillon and got 
married in 1980. 

When he was first elected 
as a French lawmaker in 
1981, she decided to sup¬ 
port his career at a local 
level in the small town Sa- 
ble-sur-Sarthe, in rural west¬ 
ern France. That's when 
she started helping him, no 
matter whether she was 
being paid for the job or 
not, she said. 


Over the years, she was 
offered different types of 
contracts as a parliamen¬ 
tary assistant, depending 
on her husband's political 
career. 

Speaking with a barely 
audible voice, she often 
remained vague and hesi¬ 
tant in her answers. 

She detailed her mission 
as mostly writing reports 
about local issues, open¬ 
ing the mail, meeting with 
residents, writing press re¬ 
views and help to prepare 
speeches for local events. 
She said working that way 
allowed her to hove a flexi¬ 
ble schedule and raise their 
five children in the Fillons' 
countryside manor. 
Prosecutors said her wages 
— up to nine times France's 
minimum salary — ap¬ 
peared to depend on the 
available financing from 
the Notional Assembly rath¬ 
er than the nature of her 
work. 

"I believe my husband de¬ 


Penelope, arrive at the Paris 

Associated Press 

cided the amount based 
on the financing he had at 
his disposal," she said. 
Prosecutor Aurelien Leto- 
cart pointed at the lack 
of actual evidence of her 
work, including the ab¬ 
sence of declarations for 
any paid vacations or ma¬ 
ternity leaves. 

Penelope Fillon acknowl¬ 
edged difficulties in exact¬ 
ly estimating her working 
hours and said her husband 
was the one who decided 
the length of her contracts 
and other details like bo¬ 
nuses she got. 

When she was first inter¬ 
viewed by investigators, 
Penelope Fillon forgot to 
mention her first jobs with 
her husband in the 1980s. 

"I believe that in this room, 
most people would re¬ 
member well their first pro¬ 
fessional experience," the 
president of the court not¬ 
ed. 

The Fillons tried to use "all 
casual tasks and gestures 


of everyday life to mag¬ 
nify the reality," Letocort ar¬ 
gued. "Meeting with voters, 
getting the children from 
school, going shopping or 
reading mail is not intend¬ 
ed to be paid work." 

In contrast to his wife, Fran¬ 
cois Fillon, 65, appeared 
confident and determined 
in court and insisted his 
wife's job was real. He not¬ 
ed he was first elected at 
27 — then the youngest 
lawmaker at the National 
Assembly. 

"We both immersed in a 
way of life that is a little like 
the priesthood, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year," he 
said. 

Francois Fillon insisted that, 
according to the separa¬ 
tion of powers, the justice 
system cannot interfere 
with how a lawmaker orga¬ 
nizes work at his office. 

"I am the one deciding the 
aides' wages," Fillon said. 
"I am not accountable to 
anyone." 

In addition, charges also 
cover a contract that al¬ 
lowed Penelope Fillon to 
earn 135.000 euros in 2012- 
2013 as a consultant for a 
literary magazine owned 
by a friend of her husband 
— also an alleged fake job. 
The magazine owner, Marc 
de Lacharriere, already 
pleaded guilty and was 
given a suspended eight- 
month prison sentence and 
fined 375,000 euros in 2018. 
Fillon served as prime min¬ 
ister under president Nico¬ 
las Sarkozy from 2007 to 
2012. He was also a minister 
under two previous presi¬ 
dents, Francois Mitterrand 
and Jacques Chirac. 

He left French politics in 
2017 and now works for 
an asset management 
company. □ 
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Afghans set to release 1,500 Taliban; 
US wants less violence 



Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, center, opens his coat after a few rockets are fired during his 
speech after being sworn, at his inauguration ceremony at the presidential palace in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Monday, March 9, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By RAHIM FAIEZ and 
TAMEEM AKHGAR 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— After a series of delays, 
Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani issued a decree ear¬ 
ly Wednesday pramising fa 
release 1,500 Taliban pris- 
aners as a goadwill gesture 
to get infra-Afghan nego¬ 
tiations started. 

A recent peace deal 
signed between the Unit¬ 
ed States and the Taliban 
called for the release of up 
to 5,000 prisoners ahead at 
the much sought-after ne- 
gatiations. 

There was no official re¬ 
sponse from the Taliban, 
but The Associated Press 
saw a letter that Mullah 
Nooruddin Turabi, head 
of the Taliban’s Prisoners 
Commission, sent to pris¬ 
oners, their families and 
Taliban leaders. The letter 
premised there wauld be 
no intra-Afghan talks un¬ 
til all the prisaners are re¬ 
leased. 

The Pashto-language let¬ 
ter was sent last weekend. 
It says the Taliban would 
verify that each prisoner re¬ 
leased is among those on 
the list given to an Ameri¬ 
can delegation. 

However, Ghani’s decree 
went on to say that the 
first raund at 1,500 prison¬ 
ers will be selected based 
an age, health and the 
length of their sentences al¬ 
ready served. The released 
prisoners, who will be bio¬ 


metrically identified, will 
also have to give a written 
guarantee that they will 
not return to the battlefield. 
The remaining 3,500 prisan¬ 
ers will be released after 
intra-Afghan negatiatians 
begin and 500 will be re¬ 
leased every two weeks 
providing the Taliban re¬ 
duce violence on the bat¬ 
tlefield, Ghani's decree 
said. 

However, even if the Tal¬ 
iban agree to start negoti¬ 
ations, Kabul’s political tur¬ 
moil and relentless bicker¬ 
ing between Ghani and his 
main rival, Abdullah Abdul¬ 
lah — wha has alsa sworn 
himself in as Afghanistan’s 
president — have left Ka¬ 
bul struggling to come up 
with a united negotiating 

team. 

Washington’s peace en¬ 
voy Zalmay Khalilzad, in 
an interview with Afghani¬ 
stan’s private TOLO TV 
on Wednesday, struck a 
hopeful note that negotia- 
tians wauld be able ta start 

soan. 

“What is impartant for its 
start is the introduction of 
an inclusive Afghan nego¬ 
tiating team,” he said. 
Khalilzad is struggling to 
get Afghanistan’s fractious 
leaders to unite. Abdullah 
has rejected an after ta be 
the head at a high peace 
council, he said, and Khalil¬ 
zad gave na indicatian 
when the two sides might 
be able to find a compro¬ 
mise. 


“In such a crucial time there 
has to be an agreement. 
We want an independent, 
united and self-sustained 
Afghanistan,” he said. 

“Not an Afghanistan in 
which a part of it is con¬ 
trolled by the Taliban, a 
part at it would be con¬ 
trolled by Ghani’s gavern- 
ment and the other part 
would be controlled by 
Abdullah’s government.” 
“The reason for our negoti¬ 
ations for more than a year 
with the Taliban is that we 
want a peace tc come to 
Afghanistan sa there is no 
need for American farces 
and if Afghans don’t want 
the presence at Ameri¬ 
can forces in Afghanistan, 
the U.S. could withdraw,” 
Khalilzad said. 

Ghani’s prisoner decree 
came as the U.S. State De¬ 
partment issued a state¬ 
ment saying that the level 
of violence is “unaccept¬ 
able,” and that while the 
Taliban have stopped at¬ 
tacks against the U.S.-led 
coalition forces and in Af¬ 
ghan cities, the viclence 
in the countryside remains 
too high. 

The statement also said Af¬ 
ghanistan’s “presidential 
electoral crisis” — an ap¬ 
parent reference to the two 
inaugurations and palitical 
chaos — has delayed the 
establishment at a national 
negatiating team and the 
start of intra-Afghan talks, 
which were tc begin Tues¬ 
day in Oslo, Norway.Q 
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Opposition blames gov't for 
New Delhi rioting that killed 52 



In this March 2, 2020 file photo, India's opposition Congress 
party workers burn on effigy of Indian Home Minister Amit 
Shah os they protest against the previous week's deadly 
communal riots in New Delhi, India. 

Associated Press 

By ASHOK SHARMA 
Associated Press 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India's powerful lower house of 
Parliament on Wednesday debated the worst Hindu- 
Muslim violence in decades in the Indian capital, with 
an angry opposition demanding a judicial probe and 
the resignation of the home minister for the police’s 
failure to prevent the deaths of more than 50 people. 
Opposition Congress party lawmakers walked out 
after Home Minister Amit Shah praised the police for 
ending the rioting in northeastern areas cf the capi¬ 
tal within 36 hcurs and preventing it tram spreading 
across New Delhi. 

The violence coincided with a state visit by U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Feb. 24-25. Armed mobs of 
Muslims and Hindus threw rocks, exchanged gunfire 
and burned hundreds of vehicles, homes and busi¬ 
nesses. 

Shah blamed inflammatory speeches by the Con¬ 
gress party and some Muslim leaders for triggering 
the rioting. He said 52 pecpie were killed cn Feb. 24 
and 25 and 526 were injured. He declined to say how 
many were Hindus cr Muslims. 

Shah said 300 pecpie came tram neighboring Uttar 
Pradesh state tc jcin the ricting. More than 2,600 peo¬ 
ple have been arrested or detained and an investi¬ 
gation is underway, he said. 

He didn't say who allegedly brought the 300 people 
to New Delhi. 

Asauddin Owaisi, chief of the opposition All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen party, accused Hindu 
nationalists of spreading hatred of minority Muslims. 
The clashes fcllcwed an apposition protest against a 
new citizenship law that fast-tracks naturalization for 
foreign-born religious minorities of all majcr faiths in 
Scuth Asia except Islam. 

Adhir Ranjan Chaudhary, a Ccngress party leader, 
accused the police of ignoring hundreds of distress 
calls from people who were under attack and failing 
to protect them. 

”ln light of the scale of violence and consequent loss 
of lives and property, we strongly demand the resig¬ 
nation of the home minister," he said. 

He also demanded a judicial probe into the failure 
of the police to protect people and the prosecuticn 
of some governing Bharatiya Janata Party leaders 
for provocative speeches against the Muslim ccm- 
munity. 

Meenakshi Lekhi, an BJP lawmaker, accused the Pap¬ 
ular Frcnt of India, a militant Islamic organizaticn, and 
elements of the Islamic State group of organizing the 
violence during Trump's visit to disgrace Hindu nation¬ 
alist Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government.^ 
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U.S. heart surgeon treats children lacking care in Libya’s war 





Yazan, 1, sits with his mother before his heart surgery at the Tajoura Nationai Heart Center in Tripoii, 
Libya, on Feb. 27, 2020. 


By MSTYSLAV CHERNOV 
and FELIPE DANA 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — Ya¬ 
zan, a 1-year-old Libyan 
boy, was born with con¬ 
genital heart disease. With 
just one chamber, the or¬ 
gan pumped so little blood 
that when Yazan cried, his 
skin turned black. Withcut 
surgery, he would not sur¬ 
vive. But Yazan’s country, 
Libya, has aniy one heart 
surgean wha can't possibly 
perform surgeries on 1,200 
or so infants born every 
year with heart defects. Of 
those, typically some 150 
are in dire need of surgery 
and die in their first year, 
said William Novick, an 
American pediatric cardi¬ 
ac surgeon. 

His international team of 
experts, part of the Novick 
Cardiac Alliance, regularly 
flies into Libya to perform 
surgery on patients like Ya¬ 
zan. 

"To me this is simply an un¬ 
acceptable situation that 
needs our attention," said 
Novick, who lives in Mem¬ 
phis, Tennessee. 

The medical trips help prop 
up Libya's fragile health 
care system, which the 
Wcrid Health Organizatian 
has described as overbur¬ 
dened, inefficient and short 
of medicine and equip¬ 
ment. 

Libya has been plunged 
into chaos since 2011, 
when a civil war toppled 
longtime dictator Moam- 
mar Gadhafi, who was 
later killed. Eastern-based 
appasition farces attacked 
Tripcii last spring ta wrest it 


from control of the weak 
U.N.-backed government. 
The fierce round of fighting 
has killed hundreds of civil¬ 
ians, including at least 13 
children since mid-January. 
Novick's team was the best, 
and perhaps last, hope for 
Yazan. But that meant his 
family had to travel to the 
most dangerous place in 
the war-ravaged country 
— the capital Tripoli, where 
the Tajoura National Heart 
Center is located. 

Yazan's odyssey from his 
small desert hometown 
barely skirted the war's 
front lines. With key high¬ 
ways blocked because of 
fighting, his family took a 
1,500-kilometer (932-mile) 
detour. 

"You can't come to Tripoli 


like before," said Yazan's 
father, Im Saleh Mohamed 
Abudulfetah. 

On Feb. 26, Yazan's perilous 
trek culminated in a five- 
hour surgery. Yazan is one 
of 1,000 children treated 
by Novick's group since it 
first came to Libya after the 
2011 uprising. 

In the operating room, 
Novick and his team chat¬ 
ted calmly as they cut 
open Yazan's chest. They 
sewed together two large 
veins carrying blood from 
Yazan's head and con¬ 
nected them to his pulmo¬ 
nary artery. That sent oxy¬ 
genated blood straight to 
his lungs. 

Eventually, exhausted nurs¬ 
es wheeled Yazan out of 
the operating theater, his 


Associated Press 

tiny body covered in ban¬ 
dages and tubes, to tell his 
parents the news. They ex¬ 
pected Yazan to recover 
well, and with a follow-up 
operation, live a normal life. 
Linder the fluorescent light 
of the intensive care unit, 
Abudulfetah touched his 
baby's soft hair, murmur¬ 
ing words of prayer. Ya¬ 
zan's belly rose and fell with 
steady breath. His cheeks 
were even flushed a subtle 
pink. 

As a young medical resi¬ 
dent at the University of 
Alabama, Novick, now 66, 
witnessed the suffering of 
children with congenital 
heart disease and the stag¬ 
gering disparities in health 
services. He became de¬ 
termined to try to give chil¬ 


dren with heart problems 
the care they need, no 
matter where they're barn. 
While still a resident, Navick 
began recruiting experts 
to help him trek to places 
where treatable heart dis¬ 
ease means death due to 
a shortage of specialists 
and other restrictions. 

Over nearly three decades, 
Navick and his colleagues 
have made hundreds of 
trips to 32 countries includ¬ 
ing Ukraine, Nigeria, Iraq, 
Iran and Columbia. 

Novick's Libya team in 
February consisted of 20 
volunteers: cardiologists, 

surgeons, nurses and an¬ 
esthesiologists. The Associ¬ 
ated Press accompanied 
them as they performed 
10 complex open-heart 
surgeries in the country's 
west. The group flies home 
from Tripoli next week after 
completing dozens more 
operations. 

Political power in Libya to¬ 
day is divided between 
the two rival governments 
in the east and west of the 
country and a patchwork 
of armed groups and far- 
eign countries that support 
either administration. 

"We're on both sides of the 
conflict zone," said Novick. 
"And that is a specific goal 
of ours, to be apolitical and 
help the children." 

Novick's group not only 
drops in a few times a year, 
but also trains Libyan doc¬ 
tors and nurses to build up 
the country's critical health 
care system. 

"We're not going to be here 
forever and we shouldn't 
be here forever," he said. □ 


Palestinians: 15-year-oid killed in clash with israeii army 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM (AP) — The Palestinian health min¬ 
istry on Wednesday said Israeli troops shot and 
killed a 15-year-old boy during clashes near the 
West Bank city of Nablus. 

The ministry says Mohammed Hamayel was 
shot in the head by a live bullet during confron¬ 
tations with Israeli soldiers in the village of Beita 
and died in a hospital shortly after. 

The Israeli military said it was responding to a 
"violent riot" of some 500 Palestinians, many of 
whom hurled rocks at Israeli troops and set tires 
on fire. It said it was reviewing the incident. 
Palestinians said they were protesting at the site 
in response to what they called an Israeli plan 
to confiscate land for nearby settlements. Pal¬ 


estinian witnesses said the Israeli military arrived 
to disperse the protest, and the protesters be¬ 
gan hurling stones at the soldiers. The witnesses 
said the Israeli forces responded with tear gas 
and rubber-coated bullets. 

The health ministry, however, said the deceased 
was struck by a live bullet. 

Clashes often erupt in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank between Palestinian protesters and the 
Israeli military, which typically uses non-lethal 
means to disperse the crowds. 

Israel captured in the West Bank in the 1967 
Mideast war along with east Jerusalem and the 
Gaza Strip, territories the Palestinians want for 
their future state. 

The Israeli settlement watchdog group Peace 


Now said late last month that Israel is mov¬ 
ing forward on plans to build more than 1,700 
homes for settlers in the West Bank. 

The approvals came weeks after the Trump 
administration unveiled its long-anticipated 
Mideast plan, which sides with Israel on many 
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict's main points of 
contention. It envisions Israel annexing parts of 
the West Bank, including its 120 settlements and 
the 500,000 settlers who live there. It falls short 
of granting the Palestinians a state, offering 
them limited autonomy over disjointed chunks 
of land but only if they meet a set of stringent 
demands that would require them to drastically 
alter what has been their baseline for negotia¬ 
tions for decades. □ 
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Chileans worry unresolved problems may lead to new protests 



In this March 6, 2020 photo, anti-government protesters waik past a murai denouncing Chile's 
President Sebastian Pinera in Santiago, Chile. 

Associated Press 


By EVA VERGARA 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

The southern hemisphere 
summer has come to a 
close, and Chileans say 
they fear — or welcome — 
the prospect that the turn 
of the season could herald 
a renewal of the vast pro¬ 
tests that shook the nation 
late last year over the gov¬ 
ernment's failure to chan¬ 
nel one of Latin America’s 
best economies into well¬ 
being for the working and 
middle classes. 

After the protests, which 
drew as many as 1.2 million 
people into the streets, the 
government promised re¬ 
forms, the massive demon¬ 
strations grew smaller and 
the country went on sum¬ 
mer vacation. 

The government increased 
some social benefits, and 
set a nationwide vote for 
next month on whether to 
write a new constitution. But 
Chileans returning to work 
and school as vacation 
ended told The Associated 
Press they felt that none of 
the fundamental causes of 
the country’s eruption had 
been resolved. 

Some said they believed 
conditions were ripe for a 
possible new explosion of 
unrest at any time. 


Small protests by violent 
groups of masked youths 
continued regularly even 
during summer vacation 
and led to regular vandal¬ 
ism of businesses and clash¬ 
es with police. After several 
thousand people demon¬ 
strated peacefully early 
this month, a small group 
clashed with security forces 
and incinerated a police 
vehicle with a firebomb. 

By far the biggest — and 
largely peaceful — recent 
demonstration came Sun¬ 


day when some 800,000 
people, by government 
count, turned out for Inter¬ 
national Women’s Day. 
Some of those interviewed 
in recent days by The As¬ 
sociated Press said that for 
the first time in months, they 
were thinking of returning 
to the streets. Others said 
they worried that that pro¬ 
tests and attacks on shops 
and infrastructure by the 
masked demonstrators 
could swell and grow out 
of control. 


Juan Carlos Gonzalez, 42, 
said he receives slightly 
more than the minimum 
wage of $367 a month 
from the factory where he 
works as an electrical tech¬ 
nician. To make ends meet, 
he said, he works as an 
Uber driver at night and on 
weekends. 

"I’m angry at what’s hap¬ 
pened," Gonzalez said. 
"With the resources this 
country has, these prob¬ 
lems should have been 
solved many years ago. I 


went out to march and if I 
have to do it again, I will." 
From afar, Ghile has been 
a regional success story 
— under democratically 
elected presidents on the 
left and right, a tree-mar¬ 
ket consensus has driven 
growth up, poverty down 
and won Chile the region’s 
highest score on the United 
Nations Human Develop¬ 
ment Index, a blend of 
life expectancy, educa¬ 
tion and national income 
per capita. In 2010, Chile 
became the second Latin 
member of the Organiza¬ 
tion for Economic Coop¬ 
eration and Development, 
after Mexico. 

But a 2017 UN report found 
that the richest 1 % of the 
population earns 33 per¬ 
cent of the nation’s wealth. 
That helps make Chile the 
most unequal country in 
the OECD, slightly worse 
than Mexico.q 
After the protests that be¬ 
gan last October with the 
burning of metro stations 
and hundreds of business¬ 
es, President Sebastian Pi- 
hera responded with a bas¬ 
ket of relatively small-scale 
reforms like raising retirees' 
pensions from $134 to $201 
a month, freezing domestic 
electrical rates and raising 
a tax on the wealthy, □ 


Mexico City subway trains coiiide, kiiiing 1, injuring 41 


By PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

two-train subway collision 
in Mexico City killed a male 
passenger, injured 41 peo¬ 
ple and disrupted service 
Wednesday on the bustling 
metro system serving this 
megalopolis of over 20 mil¬ 
lion people. 

Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum 
said via Twitter that one of 
the trains apparently re¬ 
versed into the other by ac¬ 
cident the previous night, 
shortly before midnight. 
Twenty-five of the injured 
were treated at the scene, 
and the other 16 were tak¬ 
en to hospitals, Sheinbaum 
said. 

All the injuries were "light 
to medium" and not life- 
threatening. Hours later, 
Mexico City prosecutor 
Rosa Icela Rodriguez said 


that only four of the 16 re¬ 
mained in hospitals. She 
said the cause of the crash 
was under investigation. 
Metro authorities said the 
two drivers of the trains 
were among those hurt. 
Mexico City Metro direc¬ 
tor Florencia Serrania said 
at a news conference that 
the "black boxes" from both 
trains, which will provide a 
"second-by-second" re¬ 
cord of what happened, 
were turned over to the 
city prosecutor’s office and 
their information appeared 
to be intact. 

Workers had separated the 
stacked metro cars and 
were working to clear the 
track. 

She said she expected the 
line to be ready for service 
Thursday morning. 

Serrania said the accident 
occurred 20 minutes before 


the end of service Tuesday 
night when one train that 
was headed to the ga¬ 
rage reversed into another, 
parked train, which came 
to rest on top of the revers¬ 
ing train. 

"That’s because these trains 
don’t have a system that 
allows, like modern trains, 
that when they collide the 
impact is absorbed by the 
cabins and security ele¬ 
ments they have," Serrania 
said. 

The system is run by a pro¬ 
gram that's monitored 
from a control center. Driv¬ 
ers have to perform some 
actions, but cannot act 
alone, she said. "If a driver 
does not receive a direct 
order, he can’t act on his 
own," she said. 

She added that an inter¬ 
national expert had been 
hired to conduct an inde¬ 


pendent review of the inci¬ 
dent. 

Images of the accident 
published in local media 
showed wrecked subway 
cars derailed in the Ta- 
cubaya underground sta¬ 
tion, and rescuers carrying 
people away. 

The Mexico City Metro sys¬ 
tem, one of the world’s larg¬ 
est and most transited, has 
seen at least two serious 
accidents since it opened 
five decades ago. 

In 2015 a train failed to 
brake in time and smashed 
into another at the Ocea¬ 
nia station in the city’s north, 
injuring 12 people. Authori¬ 
ties later blamed "double 
human error." 

In the most serious incident, 
two trains collided at the 
Viaducto station in 1975, 
killing at least 31 and injur¬ 
ing more than 70, accord¬ 


ing to the national newspa¬ 
per El Universal. 

Tacubaya is a key station 
for the Metro system, with 
three of its 11 lines inter¬ 
secting there, and there 
were disruptions during the 
Wednesday morning com¬ 
mute. 

Metro authorities said ser¬ 
vice on Line 1 would be 
reduced throughout the 
day with Tacubaya and a 
neighboring station out of 
action and 45 buses de¬ 
ployed to bridge the gap 
of about 2.5 miles (4 kilo¬ 
meters) . 

Serrania told Milenio televi¬ 
sion that about five cars on 
each train were damaged. 
Mexico City’s Metro system 
transported more than 1.6 
billion passengers in 2018, 
according to official fig¬ 
ures, or about 4.4 million 
per day.Q 
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Heart-Centered Leadership 
Foundation launches its youth 
wing HC Youth Leaders 

SAN NICOLAS —Heart-Centered Leadership Foundation 
iaunched its youth ciub HC Youth Leaders at the end of 

2019. HC Youth Leaders was officiaiiy iaunched with the 
installation of its first board and youth members. 

Heart-Centered Leadership Foundation launched in 2008 
with the mission of inspiring and empowering the youth of 
Aruba to unleash their full potential. The youth club’s pur¬ 
pose is to be o sounding board for the foundation when 
it comes to youth-related topics, while also directly work¬ 
ing on the foundation's mission. HC Youth Leaders’ activi¬ 
ties focus on the principle of being ‘for the youth by the 
youth’. The 3 main activities are HC Bon (HC Good), which 
promotes volunteer work; HC Consciente (HC Aware¬ 
ness) which centers on activities that raise awareness on 
different topics; HC Hunto (HC Together) which are mo¬ 
ments where the club comes together and brainstorms 
on projects they want to implement in their community. 
The HC in the activity titles is a reference to the HC Youth 
Leader name, but is also a play on the Papiamento word 
‘hasi’ which means ‘to do’. 

The first board of HC Youth Leaders consists of five mem¬ 
bers; President of the board Haddasah Lamarre, Secre¬ 
tary Xaui Thijsen, Treasurer Nathan Tromp, and members 
of the board Keilah Geerman and Uchenna Eugene. 
These five young people have been volunteers with 
Heart-Centered Leadership Foundation for years, where 
they started off as participants in seminars the foundation 
offers and then continued on as volunteers assisting in dif¬ 
ferent trainings, workshops, seminars and activities for the 
youth organized by the foundation. HC Youth Leaders 
currently has 10 members between the ages of 15 - 20. 
Since the youth club’s launch, HC Youth Leaders have 
been actively busy with monthly general meetings, de¬ 
liberating and planning their calendar of activities for 

2020. Furthermore, Members have received a workshop 
on what is a ‘heart-centered leader’, where they learned 
more about different leadership styles and the impor¬ 
tance of being a heart-centered leader in our commu¬ 
nity. This past weekend, in commemoration of Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Day, the members realized their first HC 
Consciente activity when they handed out hand-made 
cards with positive messages in the Paseo Herencia area 
to empower and inspire women on their day. 

Follow HC Youth Leaders on their Facebook page Heart- 
Centered Youth Leaders and on their Instagram hcyouth- 
leaders.aruba to keep up with all that the club is doing for 
the Aruban community. □ 
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EPICUREAN NIGHT 

Jolfi US L.G. Smliti's Steok £, Chop House and sink your leelh into a fomily-sFyle 
four-course dinner and wfne fasting featuring succulent cuts of beef and tastes from 
ocross the globe. Rated the steakhouse fn Aruba by Trip Advisor, you con savor o 
world of deiicious flavors os well os the unique atmosphere of this modern bistro. 

Dll lof per person. 



L.G. Smith Ooulevard 82 . Oranjestad 
Peservolidm Call 523.61^5 or VHit LGSmilhs.com 
Focebooli-com/ReooissonceArubo 
"Pince does not inclucsa 15% service charge. 
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Honor to our repeated guests 



Aruba is thankful for so 
many repeated guests 
and to appreciate their 
contribution to our island 
we honor them in our 
newspaper and on our so¬ 
cial media. Have a look at 
our website's Visitors Gal¬ 
lery where you can find a 
collection of all our am¬ 
bassadors. Don't forget to 
check out our Facebook 
where we celebrate their 


achievements as well. 

Today we can fill a com¬ 
plete page with these 
wonderful people who 
choose to spend their va¬ 
cation for many, many 
years yet on our One Hap¬ 
py Island. 

Thank you all for being 
such a loyal visitors and 
enjoy your vacation. 



Vincent and Joan Buzzetta from Florida were recently 
honored as Goodwill Ambassadors. The lovely couple 
have been coming to Aruba for their 34th consecutive 
visit. 

The Buzzetta's love coming back to Aruba for the beau¬ 
tiful beaches, friends that visit same time every year 
and the wonderful people of Aruba. 

Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority conducted the ceremony which was held at La 
Cabana Resort. 

The Buzzetta’s received the honorary title and some 
presents from Heyliger and she also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-home.Q 



Another special couple have been honored as Emerald 
Ambassadors. They have been coming to Aruba for over 
40 years consecutively. They are Ludwik & Teresa Kowal- 
czyk from Summit New Jersey. They are honorary guests 
at Aruba Beach Club, which has been their favorite va¬ 
cation destination for so many years. 

This lovely couple have any reasons why they keep com¬ 
ing to Aruba, especially the food, the warmth and friend¬ 
liness of its people and the many people they have met 
throughout the years that have become more like family. 
The Emerald Ambassador is the highest certificate that 
we present, and is given to visitors who have been visiting 
Aruba 35 years or more consecutively. Mr. & Mrs. Kowal- 
czyk have been visiting Aruba for 40 years consecutively! 
The ceremony was one of importance because honoring 
visitors who have been coming to Aruba for over 35 years 
is incredibly rare and it was a very memorable moment 
for all of us. 


Richardson and the representatives of the Aruba Beach 
Club were honored to be part of this memorable and 
special occasion. They hope to have Ludwik & Teresa as 
special guests for many years to come.Q 



Kimberley Richardson of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together with the rep¬ 
resentatives of the Marriott Surf Club 
had the great pleasure to honor loyal 
and friendly visitors who have been 
coming to Aruba for so many years 
consecutively. 

The honorees were Christopher & Clau¬ 
dette Bean who have been honored 
as Distinguished Visitors of Aruba. They 
have been visiting Aruba for 14 years 
consecutively. 

Also honored were Michelangelo & 
Raffaelina Voira, who received the 
honorary certificate of Goodwill Am¬ 
bassadors. They have been visiting 


Aruba for 20 years consecutively. 
These lovely people stated that they 
love the island very much, especial¬ 
ly for its year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches and picturesque 
sunsets, delicious variety of foods, its 
safety, and Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people who have become like family 
to them. 

The honorary visitors were presented 
with their certificates and also received 
some presents on behalf of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion. Richardson also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite va¬ 
cation destination and as their home- 
away-from-home.Q 



Kimberley Richardson of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority hod the great plea¬ 
sure to honor Aruba's loyal and friend¬ 
ly visitors os Emerald Ambassadors of 
Aruba. The symbolic honorary Emerald 
Ambassador certificate is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, os 
o token of appreciation to the guests 
who visit Aruba 35 years and more 
consecutively. 

The honorees were Charles & Alice 
Gatecliff from Brighton Michigan. 

The Gotecliff’s hove been visiting 
Aruba for 35 years consecutively. The 
Emerald Ambassador certificate is the 
highest certificate that we present, 
and is given to visitors who hove been 
visiting Aruba 35 years or more consec¬ 
utively. The ceremony was one of im¬ 
portance to us because honoring visi¬ 


tors who hove been coming to Aruba 
for over 35 years is incredibly rare and 
it was o very memorable moment for 
oil of us. 

The Gotecliff’s stated that they love 
the island very much, especially for its 
year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque sunsets, de¬ 
licious variety of foods, its safety and 
Aruba's worm and friendly people who 
hove become like family to them. They 
also brought their family to the island 
many times before. 

Richardson together with the represen¬ 
tatives of the Costa Linda Beach Resort 
presented the certificate to the honor¬ 
ees, handed over some presents and 
also thanked them for choosing Aruba 
os their favorite vocation destination 
and os their home-owoy-from-home.Q 
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WIN $10 UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO starHng at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games fo Play 



Additional $500 Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card before noon! 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 

Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor 
TOF Twist of Flavors I Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boutique I R-Gbss 
Curated Lab I Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body S Soul Spa 

Coming Soon: Itie Brownsicne Ribs £ Seafood ond 
Shdom Hair & Nail Bar 


Open daily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CQ5inoalhambra.com 


Pky Visiliniw.^mhlaEsar»nynious.crQ if you or utniiHuymi kMw has i] aomhlmg prablerrt. 





Bohemian Restaurant: Tonight live Violinist Angela 


PALM BEACH — Avant- 
garde from France, non¬ 
conformist in style and eth¬ 
nic in cuisine. That is what 
the new kid in town is about. 
Bohemian Restaurant is dif¬ 
ferent, unconventionai and 
a rebel with a cause. The 
cause is to make you feel 
king in this hidden garden 
with outstanding dishes that 
connect you to the Euro¬ 
pean liaisons of Aruba. TO¬ 
NIGHT has on extra magic: 
the live Violinist Angela 
performs! From traditional 
French and Italian famous 
melodies to more upbeat 


pop and rock and roll. A 
taste for everyone. 

A garden full of sfrong frees 
and dressed up in New 
York-sfyle industrial-look 
elements creates a cos¬ 
mopolitan vibe while of 
the some time the tropical 
breeze and outside dining 
connect to the Caribbean. 
Waiters with French bar¬ 
rettes and pant suspenders 
service you with a happy 
and loose style with on the 
background the sounds of 
underground chill music 
varied with French classics. 


ONLY French owned Res¬ 
taurant 

The French are famous for 
their culinary art. Bohemain 
is the ONLY French owned 
restaurant on Aruba and 
offers you Grande gas¬ 
tronomy in a hip decor. 
French classics like Coq- 
au-Vin, Beef tartare. Escar¬ 
got, Duck Foie Gras Terrine, 
Bouillabaisse Fish Soup, 
Tuna-Tartare, Quinoa-Sal- 
ad, Rib-Eye Butter MaTtre- 
D, Creme Brulee, Choco¬ 
late Lava Cake and Pine¬ 
apple Carpaccio are on 
the menu. Mediterranean 
inspired dishes like Ras el 
Hanout Fish Kebbab, Hon¬ 
ey and Rosemary Lamb 


Shank, Moroccan Lamb 
sausages, Mediterranean 
Sea Bass and Grilled Local 
Catch are other finger lick¬ 
ing options. Directly import¬ 
ed wines from wineries in 


Europe make up for a per¬ 
fect pairing. You are wel¬ 
come to enjoy the Happy 
Hours and Daily Early Birds 
from 5 to 7 PM. Bon appe¬ 
tite! 



Free Parking available at 
the parking lot in front of 
Barcelo Resort. 

Make your reservations 
through their website: 
https://boh emianaruba. 
com. Call them at 00 297 
280 8448. Facebook: Bohe¬ 
mian. □ 
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Unlock UR full potential at University of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — The 
University of Aruba (UA) 
cordiaiiy invites you to 
find a path for a brighter 
future. At our open house 
you’ii have a chance to 
find yourseif in one of our 
diverse Facuities. 

From there, you’ll discover 
what it will take to get you 
where you want to be in 
lite. Our lecturers, advisors 
and student leaders will be 
an site to answer all ot yaur 
questions and give you a 
glimpse into the world of 
higher education. 

We offer flexible schedules 
with respect to students 
who work and pride 
ourselves on providing an 
exceptional education for 
everyone. Come and see 
what UA can do for U! 

It’s never too late to begin 
a whole new life, you just 
have to start moving in the 
right direction. 

Where: The University of 
Aruba”s Open House 
When: Thursday, March 
26th from 6:00-9:15 P.M. 
Who: YOU! 

Come see what #U Achieve 
at #UA 

We invite you to follow us 
on Facebook, Instagram 
or visit our website for more 
information (ua.aw).Q 
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Aruba to Me 



ORANJESTAD — Aruba Today welcomes readers to par¬ 
ticipate in our newspaper. You can see that in our Hon¬ 
ored Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine's 
Day and on other occasions. Throughout the year you 
are always welcome to send us your vacation picture(s) 
together with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is 
.(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, os well os names, like¬ 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensa¬ 
tion. 

Lost but not least: check out our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to moke you o happy reader every day again. 

For today’s newspaper we received o great picture from 

Debra Goff. She wrote 


Aruba to me.A circle of friends in a circular rainbow! □ 
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Coronavirus 
nixes fans 
from March 
Madness, 
some NHL, 
NBA games 

By JIMMY GOLEN 
AP Sports Writer 

College basketball’s 

March Madness became 
the highest-profile sporting 
event to forego fans during 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
joining some NBA and NHL 
teams that have decided 
to play in largely empty 
arenas in an effort to slow 
the disease's spread. 

NCAA President Mark Em- 
mert said Wednesday only 
essential staff and limited 
family will be allowed to 
attend the tournaments, 
draining the signature 
school spirit from one of 
the biggest events on the 
sports calendar. 

The NBA game between 
the Warriors and Nets in 
San Francisco on Thursday 
night will also be played 
without fans, as will up¬ 
coming NHL games sched¬ 
uled for Columbus, Ohio, 
and San Jose, California. 

A person with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the talks said the 
majority of NBA owners 
are leaning toward a pro¬ 
posal to temporarily play 
games without fans in the 
buildings in response to 
the global concerns. NBA 
owners met via telecon¬ 
ference Wednesday and 
have more talks scheduled 
Thursday with the inten¬ 
tion of finalizing plans so 
an announcement can be 
made by the league, ac¬ 
cording to the person who 
spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because no details 
had been made public. 
Conference tournament 
games for the Big Ten and 
Big 12 will also be without 
fans starting Thursday. 
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Coca-Cola on U.S. Soccer: 'unacceptable and offensive' 



USA players celebrate after a Carll Lloyd goal during the She Believes Cup women's soccer game 
of USA vs. England at Explorla Stadium in Orlando on Thursday, March 5, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 

Coca-Cola criticized the 
U.S. Soccer Federation 
for saying in legal papers 
that women did not have 
the same responsibilities or 
physical ability as men on 
its national teams. 

The Coca-Cola Co. called 
the statements by the fed¬ 
eration in the defense of a 
gender discrimination suit 
"unacceptable and offen¬ 
sive." 

"We have asked to meet 
with them immediately to 
express our concerns. 

The Coca-Cola Co. is firm in 
its commitment to gender 
equality, fairness and wom¬ 
en's empowerment in the 
United States and around 
the world and we expect 
the same from our part¬ 
ners," Coca-Cola said in a 
statement, first reported by 
The Wall Street Journal on 
Wednesday. 

Coca-Cola has been a 
long-term partner with the 
USSF as well as a global 
sponsor of the World Cup 
since 1974. 

In court documents filed 
Monday in response to the 
players' motion for a sum¬ 
mary judgment, the USSF 
said the women claimed 
their ability level is the same 
as the men "by ignoring 
the materially higher level 
of speed and strength re¬ 
quired to perform the job 
of an MNT player." 


"A reasonable juror could 
conclude that the job of 
MNT player requires materi¬ 
ally different skill and more 
responsibility than plaintiffs' 
job does, while also taking 
place under materially dif¬ 
ferent working conditions," 
USSF lawyers wrote. 

"The job of MNT player 
(competing against se¬ 
nior men's national teams) 
requires a higher level of 
skill based on speed and 
strength than does the job 
of WNT player (competing 
against senior women's na¬ 
tional teams)." 

Molly Levinson, spokes¬ 


woman for the players in 
the lawsuit, said "this 'argu¬ 
ment' belongs in the Paleo¬ 
lithic Era." 

"It sounds as if it has been 
made by a caveman," she 
said in a statement. "Liter¬ 
ally everyone in the world 
understands that an argu¬ 
ment that male players 
'have more responsibility' is 
just plain simple sexism and 
illustrates the very gender 
discrimination that caused 
us to file this lawsuit to be¬ 
gin with." 

The USSF did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request 
for comment on Coca-Co¬ 


la's statement. 

Players filed the gender dis¬ 
crimination lawsuit in fed¬ 
eral court in Los Angeles 
last year, claiming they are 
paid less than their coun¬ 
terparts on the men's na¬ 
tional team. 

The women are seeking 
more than $66 million in 
damages under the Equal 
Pay Act and the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and a trial is 
scheduled for May 5. 

Both sides have moved for 
summary judgments, ask¬ 
ing U.S. District Judge R. 
Gary Klausner to decide in 
their favor without a trial. 


The USSF says disparities 
in pay between the men 
and women are the result 
of separate collective bar¬ 
gaining agreements with 
different terms. 

The women's team re¬ 
ceives salaries and benefits 
the men don't. 

In addition, the USSF cites 
FIFA's World Cup prize mon¬ 
ey — $38 million awarded 
to the French Football Fed¬ 
eration for the men's title in 
2018 and $4 million to the 
USSF for last year's women's 
title. The USSF claims it bas¬ 
es bonuses for the women 
in the tournament on the 
prize money the federation 
receives. 

Procter & Gamble, which 
supports the USSF through 
its Secret deodorant brand, 
last year donated $529,000 
to help close the gender 
pay gap: $23,000 for each 
of the 23 players on the U.S. 
World Cup roster. 

Secret took out a full page 
ad in The New York Times 
that said: 

"We urge the US Soccer 
Federation to be a beacon 
of strength and end gen¬ 
der pay inequality once 
and for all." 

LUNA Bar said last year it 
was awarding each of the 
23 women on the U.S. roster 
$31,250, the amount it said 
was how much more play¬ 
ers on the men's team earn 
for making a World Cup 
roster.G 



In this March 18, 2015, file photo, the NCAA logo is displayed at 
center court as work continues at The Consoi Energy Center in 
Pittsburgh, for the NCAA coiiege basketbaii tournament. 

Associated Press 


Coronavirus 

Continued from Page 17 

The list is expected to 
grow. 

Also Wednesday, the Mar¬ 
iners said they will move 
all of their home games 
in March out of Seattle, 
the U.S. city hardest-hit by 
the outbreak; the team 
and Major League Base¬ 
ball have not decided 
whether the games will be 
played at the opponent's 
ballpark or a neutral site. 
And the Italian soccer 
club Juventus said de¬ 
fender Daniele Rugani 
has COVID-19 — the first 
player in the country's top 
division to test positive. 
The team said Rugani and 
"those who have had con¬ 


tact with him" have been 
isolated. 

The pinnacle of the col¬ 
lege basketball season, 
the NCAA Tournament is a 
month-long festival of pep 
bands and face-painting 
and a cash cow that, 
along with football, helps 
fund non-revenue sports 
at schools throughout the 
country. The decision to 
play in fanless arenas will 
cost millions in ticket sales 
but preserve billions in TV 
rights fees. 

The 68-team men's tourna¬ 
ment is scheduled to begin 
Tuesday in Dayton, Ohio, 
where Gov. Mike DeW- 
ine has announced plans 
to ban "mass gatherings" 
to combat the spread of 


COVID-19, which was de¬ 
clared a global pandemic 
by the World Health Orga¬ 
nization on Wednesday. 
"You dream of this situation 
where you're playing for 


the highest stakes on the 
biggest stage, and it's hard 
to imagine that if nobody 
is around to see it," said Bill 
Self, the coach of the top- 
ranked Kansas Jayhawks. 


"But I told the guys: 'Why 
did we all start loving this 
game and playing it? Did 
we do it because we need 
people to watch us, or 
did we do it because we 
loved it?' 

"It will have a different 
feel but it will still be highly 
competitive, and the kids 
will still play like there's no 
tomorrow," he said. 'They'll 
make the most of it. We'll 
make the most of it." 
Elsewhere, the Ivy League 
canceled all spring 
sports, as many Ameri¬ 
can schools told students 
not to return from spring 
break and prepare for 
classes to be taught on¬ 
line. The conference had 
already canceled its men's 
and women's basketball 
tournaments. □ 
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At 27, Bogaerts becomes leader for revamped Red Sox 


By MAUREEN MULLEN 

Associated Press 

FORT MYERS, Fla. (AP) — 

He's been a fixture for so 
long in the Boston Red Sox 
lineup that if seems hard to 
believe Xander Bogaerts is 
only 27. "I know, time goes 
by so quick," he said. 
Signed as a 16-year-old in 
Aruba, a two-time World 
Series champion and now 
with a contract that could 
take him through the 2026 
season. Over time, the 
All-Star shortstop has be¬ 
come the second-longest 
tenured player in the Red 
Sox clubhouse. With Dustin 
Pedroia out of camp as 
he deals with a setback in 
his rehab from a knee in¬ 
jury and contemplates his 
career, only center fielder 
Jackie Bradley Jr. - called 
up earlier than Bogaerts in 
2013 - has been with the 
Red Sox longer. 

"Because of the confi¬ 
dence and probably be¬ 
cause of the success that 
leads to the confidence, 
he's starting to be a leader 
in that clubhouse," manag¬ 
er Ron Roenicke said. "And 
he certainly is with the Latin 
players. He's been a big in¬ 
fluence on them. But I think 
he is on everybody. His at¬ 
titude, the way he walks in 
everyday, for me, makes a 
big difference." "When you 
talk to him he's always in a 
good mood, he's always 
smiling, and he works. And 
that's important for us as a 
staff to not always have to 
be the ones that try to talk 
to guys and pump them 
up and get them, whether 
it's working hard or work¬ 
ing the right way. If their 
peers do it, it's huge," he 
said. Bogaerts finished fifth 
in the AL MVP voting last 
season and made his sec¬ 
ond All-Star team. He hit 
.309 with 33 homers, 117 
RBIs and 52 doubles, and 
set career highs in on-base 
(.384) and slugging (.555) 
percentages. "I don't want 
to be someone else or put 
up numbers like someone 
else. I think that's when the 
pressure comes," he said. 
"I just know how I play the 
game and what I'm ca¬ 
pable of and just continue 
to strive to become great 
and I think that's always a 
motivation factor and try¬ 


ing to be the best and peo¬ 
ple recognize that." 

With 2018 AL MVP Mookie 
Betts traded to the Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers, Bogaerts' 
bat is a key to Boston's 
production. "When I talk 
about a deep lineup, he 
helps push that lineup back 
to where it's tough to get 
through all nine," Roenicke 
said. "Whether I put him at 
third or fourth or I know he 
likes fifth also, that's a tough 
five guys to get through." 
"So, what he did last year, 
I know in '17 he had a big 
year offensively, '18 good 
again, last year big. He's 
becoming a real consistent 
offensive threat, not just 
in homers but in average, 
driving in runs, and that al¬ 
lows us to put him pretty 
much anywhere in the line¬ 
up," he said.Q 



Boston Red Sox's Xander Bogaerts stretches before a spring training baseball game against the 
Detroit Tigers, Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in Fort Myers, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
estabilshed seafood restaurant 
Driftwood- Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for hshing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged BSft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from 8am to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
{297)-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad, This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5;00pm to 
10.30pm {closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-S832S15 

Address; Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Tiger Woods elected to the World Golf Hall of Fame 



Tiger Woods tees off on the ninth hole during the third round 
of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament at Riviera Country 
Club, Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020, in the Pacific Palisades area of 
Los Angeles. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) — Already among the 
greatest on the golf course. 
Tiger Woods will join them 
in the World Golf Hall of 
Fame. 

Woods was elected 
Wednesday to be port of 
the 2021 induction class, o 
decision with as much sus¬ 
pense as o tap-in. Woods 
shares the PGA Tour record 
with 82 career victories, 
and his 15 majors ore sec¬ 
ond only to Jack Nicklous. 
He has 11 other victories 
in tours around the world, 
including Europe, Japan, 
Asia and Australia. 

PGA Tour Commissioner Joy 
Monahan called Woods 
with the news. He is not at 
The Players Championship 
this week because Woods 
says his bock was not quite 
ready. 

"I am both honored and 
humbled to be inducted 
into the World Golf Hall of 
Fame," Woods sold in o 
statement. "This post year 


has been such on incred¬ 
ible journey and the sup¬ 
port I've received from my 
family, friends and tons has 
been overwhelming. This 
achievement is the ulti¬ 
mate recognition to never 
give up and keep chasing." 
Woods was o lock before 
he returned from recon¬ 
structive knee surgery otter 
winning the 2008 U.S. Open 
for his 14th major, and be- 


Associated Press 

fore he returned from o 
fourth bock surgery to win 
his 15th major last year at 
the Masters. 

No other player has won 
at rote like the 44-year-old 
Woods. 

The first to win the U.S. Am¬ 
ateur three straight times. 
Woods already hod two 
victories in seven starts on 
tour. He set or tied 20 re¬ 
cords at the Masters when 


he won by 12 shots in 1997 
of age 21. By the time he 
turned 30, he already hod 
46 victories on the PGA Tour 
and 10 majors. 

He remains the only player 
to hold oil four professional 
majors at the some time. 
Off the course, he was o 
catalyst for unprecedent¬ 
ed growth, and he was 
largely responsible for tele¬ 
vision network deals that 
set prize money soaring. 
"Tiger has done more for 
the gome of golf than 
anyone ever thought pos¬ 
sible, and his historic feats 
on the course ore only one 
aspect of his impact," Mo¬ 
nahan said. "His imprint on 
the gome is immeasurable, 
and his unparalleled lega¬ 
cy is one we look forward 
to celebrating 
The Hall of Fame selection 
process was changed lost 
year to lower the age to 45 
during the induction year. 
It had been 50, and it was 
40 when the World Golf Hall 
of Fame began in 1998 in 
St. Augustine. Among his 


peers, Phil Mickelson, Ernie 
Els and Vijay Singh already 
are in the Hall of Fame. 

A subcommittee of medio. 
Hall of Fame members and 
golf administrators whittled 
the ballot to 10 finalists 
— four male players, four 
female players and two 
contributors. The 20-mem¬ 
ber selection committee — 
nine from the media, seven 
administrators and four Hall 
of Fame members — voted 
Wednesday, with 75% re¬ 
quired for election. 

The induction class has o 
maximum of four mem¬ 
bers, with others to be an¬ 
nounced later. Still to be 
determined is the date and 
location for induction. 
Other finalists were Johnny 
Farrell, Padroig Harrington 
and Tom Weiskopf from the 
mole competitor category; 
Susie Maxwell Berning, Bev¬ 
erly Hanson, Sandra Palmer 
and Dottle Pepper from 
the female competitor cat¬ 
egory; and Tim Finchem 
and Marion Hollins from the 
contributor category.Q 
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Celtics hold off Pacers, clinch 6th straight playoff spot 



Indiana Pacers guard Victor Oladipo (4) tries to go around the defense of Boston Celtics 
defenders Daniel Theis (27) and Marcus Smart (36) during the first haif of an NBA basketbaii game 
in Indianapoiis, Tuesday, March 10, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 

Marcus Smart’s leaning 
bank shot in the final min¬ 
ute gave the Celtics’ the 
lead after the team blew 
a 19-point advantage, and 
Boston held on for a 114- 
111 victory Tuesday night 
over the Indiana Pacers to 
clinch a playoff spot for a 
sixth consecutive year. 
Jayson Tatum scored 30 
points for Boston while Gor¬ 
don Hayward added 27 
points, 10 boards and five 
assists in his home state. 
Smart put the Celtics 
ahead for good at 111- 
109 with 49.7 seconds left 
by scoring in the lane over 
Domantis Sabonis, who led 
Indiana with 28 points, nine 
rebounds and eight assists. 
Smart made two free throws 
with seven seconds to go 
for a three-point edge, and 
Justin Holiday missed badly 
on a contested 3-pointer as 
time expired. 

Victor Oladipo finished with 
a season-high 27 points to 
power a stunning come¬ 
back for the Pacers, who 
fell into an 85-66 hole late 
in the third quarter. 

NETS 104, LAKERS 102 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Spen¬ 
cer Dinwiddie scored 23 
points and hit the tiebreak¬ 
ing jumper with 28.3 sec¬ 
onds to play, and the Nets 
beat the Lakers for their 
second straight win since 
interim coach Jacque 
Vaughn took over. 

Anthony Davis missed a 
wide-open 3-pointer at the 
buzzer that would have 
won it for the Lakers, whose 
four-game winning streak 
ended after an emotionally 
charged weekend. Los An¬ 
geles lost to a sub-.500 op¬ 
ponent in its first game af¬ 
ter back-to-back victories 
over NBA-leading Milwau¬ 
kee and the powerhouse 
Clippers. 

Caris LeVert added 22 
points as Brooklyn opened 
its four-game California 
road trip by knocking off 
the powerhouse Lakers, 
who lost for only the second 
time in 13 games. Vaughn’s 
Nets unbeaten since he 
surprisingly replaced Kenny 
Atkinson last week. 

LeBron James had 29 
points, 12 rebounds and 
nine assists for the Lakers. 
ROCKETS 117, TIMBER- 


WOLVES 111 

HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden scored 37 points 
and Houston beat Min¬ 
nesota, snapping a four- 
game skid. 

The Rockets’ losing streak, 
which matched a season 
high, came after they won 
six in a row and dropped 
them to sixth in the Western 
Conference with the play¬ 
offs fast approaching. 
Russell Westbrook scored 
27 points for Houston. 
D’Angelo Russell had 28 
points to lead the Timber- 
wolves, who lost their third 
straight. 

SPURS 119, MAVERICKS 109 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — La- 
Marcus Aldridge had 24 
points in his return from injury 
and San Antonio withstood 
Luka Doncic’s 38 points to 
beat Dallas and keep its 
playoff hopes afloat. 

San Antonio had seven 
players in double figures in 
snapping a two-game skid. 


Rudy Gay scored 17 points. 
Trey Lyles had 14 points and 
11 rebounds and DeMar 
DeRozan added 13 points 
and 12 assists. 

Dallas remains seventh 
in the West, 6 1/2 games 
ahead of Memphis. 

The Spurs moved four 
games behind the Grizzles 
for the eighth seed in their 
bid to earn an NBA-record 
23rd straight playoff ap¬ 
pearance. 

MAGIC 120, GRIZZLIES 115 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
Terrence Ross scored 24 
points, fueling a rally with 18 
in the fourth quarter, and 
Orlando beat Memphis. 
Michael Carter-Williams 
added 20 points and Niko¬ 
la Vucevic finished with 19 
points, 11 rebounds and 
seven assists for the Magic. 
Jonas Valanciunas led 
Memphis with 27 points and 
16 rebounds, while Dillon 
Brooks and rookie Ja Mo- 
rant finished with 21 points 


each. The game, featuring 
two teams holding down 
the eighth and final spot in 
their respective conferenc¬ 
es, was competitive until 
the final minute. A 3-point 
attempt by Memphis guard 
Tyus Jones bounced off the 
rim in the final seconds, pre¬ 
serving the Magic’s third 
straight victory. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 121, SUNS 
105 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Damian Lillard scored 25 
points and Portland beat 
Phoenix. 

The win snapped a two- 
game skid for the Blazers, 
who are among several 
teams vying to pull in front 
of Memphis for the eighth 
playoff spot in the West. 
Trevor Ariza and CJ McCol¬ 
lum had 22 points apiece 
and Hassan Whiteside 
added 16 points and 14 re¬ 
bounds for Portland. 

Devin Booker scored 29 
points for the Suns. 


CLIPPERS 131, WARRIORS 
107 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Kawhi Leonard scored 23 
points before sitting out the 
entire fourth quarter along 
with the rest of the Doc Riv¬ 
ers’ starters, Los Angeles 
thumped Golden State. 
Paul George and Patrick 
Beverley scored 15 points 
apiece as the Clippers had 
seven players in double fig¬ 
ures. Reggie Jackson add¬ 
ed 16 points and JaMychal 
Green had 13 points and 
10 rebounds. 

The Clippers moved a 
game ahead of Denver for 
second place in the West. 
Dragan Bender matched 
his career-high of 23 points 
for Golden State. Andrew 
Wiggins scored 21 and Mar- 
quese Chriss had 10 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

WIZARDS 122, KNICKS 115 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Brad¬ 
ley Beal got back to his 
high-scoring ways with 40 
points, lifting Washington 
past New York. 

Beal overcame a slow start 
and surpassed the 25-point 
plateau for the 22nd time in 
23 games. 

His string of 21 such games 
was snapped Sunday 
when he scored 23 in a loss 
to Miami. 

The Wizards’ win meant 
the Heat will have to wait 
at least one more day to 
clinch an Eastern Confer¬ 
ence playoff spot. 

Shabazz Napier added 21 
points for the Wizards. 
Bobby Portis and Frank 
Nkilitina led the Knicks with 
20 points apiece. 

BULLS 108, CAVALIERS 103 
CHICAGO (AP) — Coby 
White scored 20 points to 
help offset a career-high 
nine turnovers in his first NBA 
start, and Chicago beat 
Cleveland. 

Wendell Carter Jr. added 
17 points. Lauri Markkanen, 
Denzel Valentine and Otto 
Porter Jr. each scored 15. 
Shaquille Harrison grabbed 
10 rebounds. And the Bulls 
held off the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence’s last-place team to 
win for just the third time in 
16 games. 

Collin Sexton led Cleveland 
with 26 points, giving him 25 
or more in seven of the past 
eight games. Andre Drum¬ 
mond scored 21 
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Boston beats Philadelphia 2-0, ends Flyers 9-game win streak 



Boston Bruins' Patrice Bergeron ceiebrotes otter scoring a goal during the third period of an NHL 
hockey game against the Philadelphia Flyers, Tuesday, March 10, 2020, in Philadelphia. Boston 
won 2-0. 


By The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 

Matt Grzelcyk and Patrice 
Bergeron scored, Tuukka 
Rask stopped 36 shots and 
the Boston Bruins beat Phil¬ 
adelphia 2-0 on Tuesday 
night to snap the Flyers’ 
nine-game winning streak. 
The Bruins (44-14-12) be¬ 
came the first team with 
100 points this season and 
Rask picked up his 50th ca¬ 
reer shutout. Rask became 
the sixth active goalie with 
at least 50 shutouts. He has 
five this season. 

Rusk stymied a Flyers' of¬ 
fense that had scored at 
least three goals in each 
of their nine wins during 
the streak. They scored 
five goals four times since 
the streak started Feb. 18 
against Columbus. 

The Flyers had been sensa¬ 
tional as they shot up the 
standings and were fight¬ 
ing with Washington for first 
place in the Metropolitan 
Division. The Flyers had de¬ 
feated the Bruins in a shoot¬ 
out in both games of the 
series this season, including 
a bizarre ending in January 
when Boston's Brad March- 
and overskated the puck 
at center ice on a shootout 
attempt. 

The frivolity didn't last for 
long, and the Flyers pound¬ 
ed Rask, taking 24 shots 
over the first two periods. 
Rask stood tall in net, stop¬ 
ping 36 total shots, and got 
the cushion he needed 
late when Bergeron's shot 
from the circle appeared 
to get deflected by a Flyers 
stick and went in for a 2-0 
lead. 

The Flyers’ Carter Hart fin¬ 
ished with 27 saves. 

DUCKS 5, SENATORS 2 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Nicolas Deslauriers scored 
the fastest hat trick in Ana¬ 
heim history, Ryan Miller 
made 40 saves and the 
Ducks rolled past Ottawa. 
Deslauriers completed a 
natural hat trick 11:49 into 
the game with a wrist shot 
from the left circle that 
went off Ottawa goal- 
tender Marcus Hogberg's 
glove and shoulder to give 
the Ducks a 4-0 lead. It was 
his second goal in 32 sec¬ 
onds, after he scored on 
a one-timer from the slot. 
Deslauriers' first goal of the 


night came at 2:45. 

Jakob Silfverberg opened 
the scoring when he de¬ 
flected Rickard Rakell’s 
shot into the net on a pow¬ 
er play. 

It was Deslauriers’ first hat 
trick in 375 NHL games. The 
left wing came into the 
game with four goals this 
season. Teemu Selanne 
held the previous Ducks 
mark for quickest hat trick 
at 12:58 in 1997. 

Anaheim — which has 
earned a point in four 
straight games — was out- 
shot 42-15 but scored on 
five of its first eight shots. 
Rakell had a goal and an 
assist, and Rowney and Da¬ 
vid Backes each had two 
assists. 

Brady Tkachuk and Colin 
White had a goal and an 
assist for Ottawa, which 
had won four of five. Hog- 
berg stopped 10 shots. 
PENGUINS 5, DEVILS 2 
NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — Evge¬ 
ni Malkin scored two goals 
and set up another to lead 
slumping Pittsburgh over 
New Jersey. 

Evan Rodrigues and defen¬ 
semen Justin Schultz and 
Kris Letang also scored as 
the Penguins won for only 
the third time in 11 games. 
Matt Murray made 20 saves 


to help Pittsburgh reach 40 
wins for the seventh straight 
season and 13th time since 
2006-07. The only exception 
was the 48-game lockout- 
shortened season in 2012- 
13 . 

Nikita Gusev and Miles 
Wood scored for New Jer¬ 
sey, which won its previ¬ 
ous two games. Macken¬ 
zie Blackwood stopped 
28 shots but the last-place 
Devils dropped to 6-3-2 in 
their last 11. 

MAPLE LEAFS 2, LIGHTNING 
1 

TORONTO (AP) — Auston 
Matthews scored his 47th 
goal of the season and 
Frederik Andersen made 
32 saves as Toronto beat 
Tampa Bay. 

William Nylander also 
scored for Toronto. Mitch 
Marner and John Tavares 
each had two assists for the 
Leafs. 

Ondrej Palat scored for 
Tampa Bay. Andrei '/asi- 
levskiy made 34 stops. 

PREDATORS 4, CANADIENS 
2 

MONTREAL (AP) — Filip 
Forsberg scored twice and 
Nashville withstood a late 
comeback try by Montreal. 
Ryan Johansen and Calle 
Jarnkrok also scored in the 
second period as Nashville 


Associated Press 

built a 4-goal lead. 

Artturi Lehkonen and Lukas 
'/ejdemo had goals in the 
third period for Montreal, 
which lost its third straight 
game. 

Juuse Saros made 32 saves 
for the win. Carey Price 
stopped 32 shots for the 
Canadiens in his league¬ 
leading 58th game of the 
season. 

The Bell Centre hosted a 
pregame ceremony me¬ 
morializing Habs great 
Henri Richard, who passed 
away on Friday. The crowd 
gave a standing ovation to 
Richard's family, which was 
in attendance, followed by 
a moment of silence. 
HURRICANES 5, RED WINGS 
2 

DETROIT (AP) — Justin Wil¬ 
liams scored a tiebreak¬ 
ing goal 1:38 into the final 
period, and Sebastian Aho 
added two goals later in 
the third to give Carolina a 
win over Detroit. 

Morgan Geekie and Nino 
Niederreiter also scored for 
Carolina, which extended 
its winning streak to three 
games. 

Tyler Bertuzzi and Christof- 
fer Ehn scored for the Red 
Wings, who had their mod¬ 
est two-game winning 
streak snapped. 


RANGERS 4, STARS 2 

DALLAS (AP) — Mika 
Zibanejad scored his 10th 
goal in five games to give 
him 40 for the season, im¬ 
pressive rookie Igor Shes- 
terkin made 31 saves and 
the Rangers beat skidding 
Dallas. 

Kaapo Kakko, another 
Rangers rookie, scored 
twice in the second pe¬ 
riod for his first goals in a 
month. Adam Fox also had 
a goal as New York built a 
4-0 cushion and won for the 
10th time in its last 11 road 
games. 

Shesterkin improved to 10-2 
in 12 NHL games, bouncing 
back from a disappoint¬ 
ing home loss to last-place 
New Jersey on Saturday 
in his first game back from 
an upper-body injury sus¬ 
tained in a car accident. 
Roope Hintz had a pow¬ 
er-play goal and Andrew 
Cogliano also scored in 
the third period — the first 
goals in three games for a 
Dallas team that dropped 
to 0-4-2 in its past six. Miro 
Heiskanen assisted on both. 
Ben Bishop stopped 23 
shots for the Stars. 
CANUCKS 5, ISLANDERS 4, 
SO 

VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — J.T. Miller 
scored the only goal in the 
shootout and Vancouver 
beat the Islanders. 

Miller scored on a wrist shot 
from the faceoff circle. 

Tyler Toffoli had a goal and 
an assist for the Canucks, 
who won for the second 
time in seven games. 

Adam Gaudette, Zack 
MacEwen and Bo Horvart 
also scored for Vancou¬ 
ver. Defenseman Alex Edier 
had two assists, giving him 
401 NHL points. 

Brock Nelson had a pair of 
goals for the Islanders, who 
are mired in a season-long 
seven-game winless streak 
(0-4-3). Andrew Ladd and 
Jordan Eberle also scored 
for New York. Derick Bras¬ 
sard had two assists. 

After giving up an early 
lead. New York battled 
back to tie the game three 
times. 

Canuck goaltender 

Thatcher Demko had a 
career-high 45 saves. New 
York goalie Semyon Var¬ 
lamov stopped 30 shots.Q 
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Ravens G Marshal Yanda retires after 13 years on his own terms 


By DAVID GINSBURG 
AP Sports Writer 
OWINGS MILLS, Md. (AP) 

— Much thinner and chat¬ 
tier than during his play¬ 
ing days, Marshal Yanda 
retired trom the NFL on 
Wednesday with the sat¬ 
isfaction of knowing he 
walked away before being 
kicked out the door. 

Yanda played his entire 


13-year career with the 
Baltimore Ravens, who 
showed their appreciation 
for the eight-time Pro Bowl 
guard by sending him off 
with a framed No. 73 jer¬ 
sey and heartfelt thanks 
during a classy news con¬ 
ference. The ceremony 
began with a video tribute 
and was highlighted by a 
lengthy prepared speech 



In this May 4,2002, file photo, jockey Victor Espinoza celebrates 
after riding War Embiem to victory in the 128th Kentucky Derby 
horse race at Churchiii Downs in Louisville, Ky. 

Associated Press 

War Emblem, 2002 
Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness winner, dies 


GEORGETOWN, Ky. (AP) — 

War Emblem, the 2002 Ken¬ 
tucky Derby and Preakness 
winner, died Wednesday 
at age 21. 

He had been at Old Friends 
Thoroughbred Retirement 
Center since 2015 after 
returning from Japan. Of¬ 
ficials said the cause of 
death was believed to be a 
paddock accident, but ex¬ 
act details weren't known. 
A necropsy was pending. 
War Emblem was sold to 
Prince Ahmed bin Salman's 
Thoroughbred Corp. and 
transferred to trainer Bob 
Baffert after the colt won 
the Illinois Derby. Three 
weeks later, he won the 
Kentucky Derby and then 
the Preakness to set up a 
Triple Crown bid. 

However, he stumbled 
badly at the start of the Bel¬ 
mont and ended up losing 
to 70-1 shot Sarava, who 
also lives at Old Friends. 
War Emblem won the 
Haskell Invitational later 
that year. He retired with 


seven wins in 13 career 
starts and earnings of 
$3,491,000. 

War Emblem was sold for 
$17 million to Shadai Stal¬ 
lion Farm in Japan. He 
proved a difficult but tal¬ 
ented stallion, having sired 
fewer than 200 foals in his 
career. 

But many of them were 
talented runners, includ¬ 
ing Robe Tissage, Japan's 
champion 2-year-old filly. 
After retiring from stud duty. 
War Emblem was donated 
to Old Friends. 

"I know we're supposed 
to appreciate all of our 
retirees the same, but he 
was one of the very spe¬ 
cial ones," Old Friends 
founder and president Mi¬ 
chael Blowen said. "He was 
tough, narcissistic, bold, 
and handsome. 

I proudly count among a 
very meager number of 
accomplishments the day 
he allowed me to put his 
halter on without biting me. 
He trusted me. "□ 



In this Aug. 1,2016, file photo, Baltimore Ravens guard Marshal Yanda, right, talks with quarterback 
Joe Flacco during practice at the NFL football teams training camp in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


from the guest of honor, a 
man known for keeping his 
sentences short and for his 
aversion to talking to the 
media. 

“I played this game be¬ 
cause I loved the game,” 
Yanda said. “I love com¬ 
peting, I loved the team¬ 
mates and the struggle 
and the grind. I loved that 
every single day. That’s 
why I played.” 

So why walk away now, 
only a couple months re¬ 
moved from a season in 
which he was completely 
healthy, played in the Pro 
Bowl and was voted sec¬ 
ond-team All-Pro? 

“I’ve watched guys as 
they got older lose a little 
bit more each year, and 
then by the end they were 
almost like a liability. In the 
back of mind I said I never 
wanted to be like that,” 
said Yanda, 35, who was 
surrounded on the stage 
by executive vice president 
Ozzie Newsome, general 
manager Eric DeCosta and 
coach John Harbaugh. 

“I wanted to be up here 
with these guys wanting me 
back, rather than being at 
the other end of it saying, 
‘We’re happy you’re retir¬ 
ing,"’ Yanda said. “I want¬ 
ed to end playing well.” 
Yanda played in 177 
games, tied with Jonathan 
Ogden for most in fran¬ 
chise history among offen¬ 
sive linemen. After a 2017 
season in which ankle and 
shoulder injuries limited his 


playing time to two games, 
he began to think about 
what life might be after 
football. 

“It was in my mind the last 
two years. And then (last) 
year, I felt that if I made it 
through healthy again, that 
no matter what happened 
that this was probably go¬ 
ing to be it," Yanda said. 

He stuck with the plan even 
though Baltimore went 14-2 
in 2019 and has the poten¬ 
tial to go the distance next 
season. 

“I never had as much fun 
as I had last year,” Yanda 
said. “To be a part of that 
team was special, but be¬ 
ing able to walk away from 
the game on my terms is so 
meaningful. I’m glad I can 
do it my way." 

Yanda took some time to 
make sure that was the 
route he wanted to take, 
but there would be no 
change of heart. Almost im¬ 
mediately after Baltimore’s 
season ended with a loss 
to Tennessee in the play¬ 
offs, he started a diet and 
upped his cardio training. 
The result was a 45-pound 
weight loss that left Yanda 
at 265 and looking more 
like a linebacker than a 
burly offensive lineman. 

“I feel so much better al¬ 
ready, just going up and 
down the stairs,” he said. 
After growing up on a farm 
in Iowa, Yanda played two 
seasons of junior college 
football and two seasons 
at the University of Iowa 


before coming to Baltimore 
as a third-round draft pick 
in 2007. He helped the Ra¬ 
vens win a Super Bowl in 
2012, has been assured a 
place in the team’s Ring 
of Honor, and will prob¬ 
ably end up joining Ogden 
and Newsome in the Hall of 
Fame. 

“He was tough, com¬ 
petitive, smart and had 
a unique respect for the 
game as well as his team¬ 
mates,” Newsome said. 
“I know sometime in the 
future, as I’ve been told, 
you’ll be getting your mail 
in Canton.” 

Harbaugh said of Yanda: 
“He embraced every bit of 
his career, made the most 
of it and is, in my opinion, a 
first-ballot Hall of Famer.” 
When everyone was done 
talking, Yanda exchanged 
greetings with several of his 
former teammates, includ¬ 
ing Joe Flacco, Justin Tuck¬ 
er, Nick Boyle and Chris 
Chester. 

And now, DeCosta must fill 
a huge hole on the offen¬ 
sive line with absolutely no 
hope of finding a replace¬ 
ment who will immediately 
be just as good. 

“You can’t replace a guy 
like Marshal. As great a 
player as he is, he’s a bet¬ 
ter person and a leader,” 
DeCosta said. “You hope 
you hit on someone who at 
some point can become 
that guy, but that’s like a 
once-in-every-10 year type 
of thing.”□ 
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Census Bureau site goes live as counting begins in earnest 
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This photo provided by the U.S. Census 2020, shows the homepage of the United States' Census 
2020 website on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 

2020 census is off and run¬ 
ning for much of America 
now. 

The U.S. Census Bureau 
made a soft launch of the 
2020 census website on 
Monday, making its form 
available online. On Thurs¬ 
day, the Census Bureau will 
begin mailing out notices 
far and wide. 

For the bureau, the once- 
a-decade head count 
is akin to running a sprint 
and marathon at the same 
time. If takes awhile, but 
there's plenty of action 
throughout. 

"It is that intense ... count¬ 
ing up to 330 million people 
in a very diverse, very mo¬ 
bile population, and over 
140 million housing units," 
Stephen Buckner, a senior 
Census Bureau executive, 
said during a recent visit to 
Miami. 

The bureau had an official 
in-person launch in Janu¬ 
ary in Toksook Bay, Alaska. 
Mail service is spotty and 
internet connectivity is un¬ 
reliable in remote Alaska, 
making door-to-door can¬ 
vassing the best way to 
gather responses. 

There has been a U.S. cen¬ 
sus every decade since 
1790. The results determine 
how many congressional 
seats each state gets and 
how $1.5 trillion in federal 
spending is distributed. 

The 2020 census is the first 
in which most people are 
being encouraged to an¬ 
swer the questions online, 
though people can still an¬ 
swer the questionnaire by 
telephone or by mailing 
back a paper form if they 
prefer. 

The notices mailed out start¬ 
ing this week will include a 
census ID that matches ad¬ 
dresses. People filling out 
the form via the internet 
are encouraged to use the 
ID, but those who answer 
the questions online before 
getting their IDs still will be 
counted. 

"The best user experience is 
provided with a Census ID," 
the bureau said in a state¬ 
ment Monday evening. 
Some people couldn't 
wait. Amit Bagga jumped 
on the Census Bureau web¬ 


site from his desktop com¬ 
puter Monday after it went 
live and filled out the form 
in about two minutes, using 
his address instead of an ID 
number. 

"It could not have been 
easier," said Bagga, who 
is deputy director of NYC 
Census 2020, the outreach 
initiative started by New 
York Mayor Bill de Blasio. 
About 80% of households 
receiving mailings will get 
notices about how to an¬ 
swer the questions online, 
and about 20% of house¬ 
holds automatically will 
receive a paper ballot if 
there are large numbers 
of seniors in their neighbor¬ 
hood or levels of internet 
connectivity are low. 
Census workers won't begin 
going door-to-door in ear¬ 
nest until May, when they'll 
approach homes that 
haven't responded and 
ask the questions in person. 
Bureau officials are moni¬ 
toring the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, which 
could disrupt the door-to- 
door phase. If there is a 
major disaster, such as an 
epidemic, census workers 
instead can drop off the 
questionnaires at homes, 
with the hope that people 
will respond on their own, 
according to the bureau's 
operational plan. 

Testifying before a U.S. 
House appropriations sub¬ 
committee on Tuesday, 
U.S. Secretary Wilbur Ross, 


whose department over¬ 
sees the Census Bureau, 
said the emphasis on get¬ 
ting people to respond on¬ 
line is minimizing physical 
contact that could spread 
the virus. 

"We will just have to play it 
by ear," Ross said. "We are 
ready to make responses 
and we will deal with the 
situation as it evolves." 

This week also poses the 
first true test of the Census 
Bureau's new IT systems for 
capturing online responses. 


Associated Press 

For the past three years, 
the Government Account¬ 
ability Office has placed 
the census on its list of high- 
risk programs, mainly be¬ 
cause it is relying on tech¬ 
nology that has not been 
used before. Last month, 
the bureau decided to use 
a backup data-collection 
system for handling the on¬ 
line responses after officials 
grew concerned that the 
primary system would not 
be able to handle exces¬ 
sive traffic. 


The online approach to 
answering the 2020 census 
questions causes Demo¬ 
cratic U.S. Rep. Karen Bass 
of California, to worry it will 
lead to an undercount of 
blacks and other minorities 
in hard-to-count communi¬ 
ties. 

"Having the census online 
can be a way of continu¬ 
ously undercounting the 
black population," Bass 
said last week. 

Perhaps the most atten¬ 
tion given the 2020 census 
over the past several years 
has been to the failed ef¬ 
fort by the Trump adminis¬ 
tration to put a citizenship 
question on the form. The 
U.S. Supreme Court reject¬ 
ed those efforts, but some 
worry that lingering un¬ 
ease may scare off some 
Hispanics and immigrants 
from participating. 

"It's a challenge every 10 
years to get any Ameri¬ 
can to fill out the census. 
... Some people are fearful 
of giving the government 
more information," said 
U.S. Democratic Rep. Joa¬ 
quin Castro of Texas. "But 
every 10 years, that chal¬ 
lenge has been especially 
tough in minority commu¬ 
nities, who sometimes are 
more disconnected from 
government than other 
communities. 


Twitter preps ephemeral tweets, starts 
testing in Brazil 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Twitter is starting 
to test tweets that disappear after 24 
hours, although initially only in Brazil. 

The company says the ephemeral 
tweets, which it calls “fleets" because 
of their fleeting nature, are designed 
to allay the concerns of new users who 
might be turned off by the public and 
permanent nature of normal tweets. 
Fleets can’t be retweeted and they 
won’t have “likes." People can respond 
to them, but the replies show up as direct 
messages to the original tweeter, not as 
a public response, turning any back- 
and-forth into a private conversation 
instead of a public discussion. 

Despite having high-profile users such 
as President Donald Trump, Twitter has 
lagged behind other tech powerhouses 
like Facebook and Google in terms of 
user growth and advertising revenue. 


Twitter is hoping that by offering 
disappearing tweets, people will be 
more likely to share casual, everyday 
thoughts — and to do so more often. 
The new feature is reminiscent of 
Instagram and Facebook “stories” and 
Snapchat’s snaps, which let users post 
short-lived photos and messages. Such 
features are increasingly popular with 
social-media users looking for smaller 
groups and and more private chats. 
ButTwitteroften serves a different function 
than Instagram or Facebook, operating 
not only as a basis for conversation but 
as a platform for politicians and other 
public figures. Disappearing tweets 
could make it harder to hold such 
people accountable, monitor their posts 
and fact-check them. 

Social media services often test new 
features in smaller markets before 
bringing them to the U.S. and elsewhere 
— if they do so at all.G 
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FEATURE HOMES FOR SALE 

VIEW OUR FEATURED PROPERTIES SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15 10AM-12PM DURING 

ARUBA'S 1ST AAR SPONSORED OPEN HOUSE. 




Rooi Santo # 25m 
4Bed/4Bath home with 
pool, Jacuzzi, gym & 
outdoor kitchen 



Oceania # 21S 

2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 



Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 



Tamarijn # 59 

4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 


For any information on one of our Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: (297) 733 4663 • phone info@arubahomeminders.com - email www.arubahomemjnders.com ■ website 


A look at what happens when stocks enter a bear market 



A board above the floor of the New York Stock Exchange shows the closing number for the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average, Wednesday, March 11, 2020. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

Wall Street's staggering skid 
that began less than three 
weeks aga has pulled the 
Daw Janes Industrial Aver¬ 
age inta what's known as a 
bear market. 

After a string of sharp loss¬ 
es, the Dow has now fallen 
more than 20% from its last 
peak on February 12. 

The S&P 500, the index most 
investors pay attention to, 
moved within striking dis¬ 
tance of its own bear mar¬ 
ket Wednesday, as did the 
Nasdaq. Both indexes are 
in a correction, down at 
least 10% from their most 
recent all-time highs. 

Here are some common 
questions asked about 
bear markets and correc¬ 
tions and what they mean 
for average investors: 

HOW IS A BEAR MARKET 
DIFFERENT FROM A MARKET 
CORRECTION? 

A correction is Wall Street's 
term for an index like the 
S&P 500, the Dow Jones In¬ 
dustrial Average, or even 
an individual stock, that's 
fallen 10% or more from a 
recent high. A bear market 
occurs when the index or 
stock falls 20% or more from 
the peak for a sustained 
period of time. 

Corrections are common 
during bull markets, and 
are considered normal and 
even healthy. They allow 
markets to remove specu¬ 
lative froth after a big run¬ 
up and give investors a 
chance to buy stocks at 
lower prices. 


The major U.S. stock index¬ 
es entered a correction 
this month amid mounting 
fears about the impact that 
the coronavirus outbreak 
could have on the global 
economy and company 
earnings growth. A oil mar¬ 
ket price war this week that 
led analysts to lower their 
profit forecasts for energy 
companies fueled more 
selling on Wall Street. 

All told, the Dow fell 
1,464.94 points Tuesday 
to 23,553.22. That's 20.3% 
below its record close of 
29,551.42 on Feb. 12. The 
S&P 500 index slid 140.85 
points to 2,741.38. It's now 
down 19% from its high of 
3,386.15 on Feb. 19. The 
Nasdaq dropped 392.20 
points to 7,952.05, or 19% 
below its peak of 9,817.18 
on Feb. 19. 

WHAT'S BOTHERING INVES¬ 


TORS? 

The outbreak of the coro¬ 
navirus that originated in 
China has quickly grown 
into o pandemic that is 
threatening major sec¬ 
tors of the global econo¬ 
my, stoking fear that the 
U.S. and other economies 
could be tipped into o re¬ 
cession. 

Many companies, includ¬ 
ing airlines, cruise operators 
and big consumer technol¬ 
ogy manufacturers, hove 
warned their earnings will 
take o hit this year due to 
the economic fallout from 
the outbreak. 

Investors remain uncertain 
over whether action token 
by the Federal Reserve and 
the Trump administration to 
shield the economy will be 
effective or arrive quickly 
enough to prevent wide¬ 
spread economic pain. 
More recently, o sharp 


drop in crude oil prices has 
further dimmed the overall 
outlook for corporate prof¬ 
its this year and next. Com¬ 
pany profits tend to be the 
biggest driver of stock mar¬ 
ket gains. 

HOW OFTEN DO MARKET 
CORRECTIONS BECOME 
BEAR MARKETS? 

In the S&P 500, there hove 
been 23 corrections since 
1945 and 12 bear markets, 
not including the current 
neor-beor market, said 
Sam Stovall, chief invest¬ 
ment strategist for CFRA. 
That works out to correc¬ 
tions becoming bear mar¬ 
kets o little less than 35% of 
the time. 

Should the S&P 500 enter 
o bear market before April 
11, it would mark the fastest 
drop of 20% by the index on 
record, Stovall said. 


WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME 
WE HAD A BEAR MARKET? 

The lost bear market for 
the S&P 500 ran from Oct. 
9, 2007 through March 9, 
2009. The index fell 56.8%. 
in that 17-month period 
os the U.S. housing down¬ 
turn and mortgage crisis 
erupted, triggering o credit 
crunch. 

HOW LONG DO BEAR MAR¬ 
KETS LAST AND HOW DEEP 
DO THEY GO? 

On overage, bear markets 
hove lasted 14 months in 
the period since World War 
II, while market corrections 
hove lasted on average of 
five months. The S&P 500 in¬ 
dex has fallen on overage 
of 33% during bear markets 
in that time. The biggest de¬ 
cline since 1945 occurred in 
the 2007-2009 bear market. 
History shows that the faster 
an index enters into a bear 
market, the shorter they 
tend to be. Historically, 
stocks take 270 days to toll 
into a bear market. When 
the S&P 500 has fallen 20% 
at o faster clip, the index 
has averaged o loss of 26%, 
Stovall said. 

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS THAT 
A CORRECTION OR A BEAR 
MARKET HAS ENDED? 

Generally, investors look for 
o 20% gain from o low point 
os well os sustained gains 
over at least o six-month 
period. 

On overage, bull markets 
lost 4.5 years. In terms of the 
S&P 500, the current bull 
market has been going on 
for almost 11 yeors.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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California 
AG drops 
challenge 
to T-Mobile- 
Sprint merger 

By TALI ARBEL 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Cali¬ 
fornia's attorney general 
said Wednesday that the 
state will not appeal a 
judge’s decision approv¬ 
ing T-Mobile’s $26.5 billion 
purchase of Sprint, bring¬ 
ing the companies closer 
to creating a new wireless 
giant on par with AT&T and 
Verizon in size. Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra 
and New York Attorney 
General Letitia James led 
a coalition of 14 state at¬ 
torneys general who sued 
to stop the deal. They had 
argued that eliminating a 
major wireless company 
would harm consumers by 
reducing competition and 
adding billions of dollars to 
phone bills. The compa¬ 
nies said the deal would 
benefit consumers by help¬ 
ing the companies build 
a better next-generation, 
5G wireless network than 
each could do alone. The 
companies also said the 
deal would lead to lower 
prices, as they can better 
compete with the now- 
larger AT&T and Verizon. A 
federal judge in New York 
sided with the companies 
in February. New York de¬ 
cided a few days later not 
to appeal.Becerra said 
Wednesday that T-Mobile 
would reimburse the re¬ 
maining 12 states and the 
District of Columbia up to 
$15 million combined for 
the costs of investigating 
and litigating the antitrust 
case. He did not say how 
much the states spent.Q 


CASA DEL MAR 2BR/2B 

Weeks 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Weeks 11 &12/1419 (13k/Wk.); 
Week 13/1509 (13k); 

Week 14/1308 (13k); 

Week 15/1217 (10k). 

Weeks 1-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 

_212588 
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Halley Time Travel 


For Rent 

Renaissance suites 

1 BR sleep 4 $1K each 
Date :3/6/20 to 3/20/20 
Marriott Ocean Club 
1 BR sleep 4 $ 3 K 
Date : 3/20/20 to 3/27/20 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

Platinum Season 
1BR Ocean View $ 10 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $20 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

Platinum Season 
2 BR Ocean View $16K 
2 BR Ocean side $17K 

2 BR Ocean Front $26K 

3 BR Ocean view $28K 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2BRPH wk 11/12 $35 K each 
Building 9 on the 7th floor 
30 weeks remain 

Divi Links Goif 

Studio wk 5,7,8 $8K each 
Birdie 1 on ground floor 
22/27/29 weeks remain 

Divi Links Goif 

Studio wk 5,6,7,8,9 
Same room birdie 9 
3rd floor 33 weeks remain 
Each $10 K each 

Divi Links Goif 

1 BR wk 8/9 $9,5 K each 

Eagle 9 ground floor 

27 /19 weeks remain 

1 BRwk 11 $9 K 

Birdie 3 with 26weeks remain 

_^212587 


Divi Links Goif 

1 BRwk 12/13 $9,5 K each 
Birdie 10 ground floor 
33/34 weeks remain 

Divi Village 

2 BRwk 13 $14 K 
Building C 28weeks remain 

Renaissance suites 

1 BRwk9$7,5K 
On the 4 th floor 
Harbor view 

Playa Linda beach Resort 
Studio wk 10 and 11 $25 K both 
1st floor pool/ocean view 

Dutch Viiiage 

1 BR wk 9 old contract 
16 weeks remain $7,5K 
1 BRwk8$8K 
12 weeks remain 

Dutch Viiiage 

1 BR wk 7 and 8 $8K each 
15 weeks remain each 
2BRwk7$16K 
23 weeks remain 

Casa dei Mar 

1 BRwk 12 $7,5 K 
La cabana beach and casino 
1 BR wk 11/12 $8,5 K each 
4th floor pool/ocean view 
Sunday check in 

Eagie Resorts 

1 BRwk 7,8,9 $7,5 K each 
Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

Caribbean Paim Viiiage 

1 BR wk 13 $6k eachon sd floor 
1BR wk14 
Ground floor 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.buyarubatimeshares.com 
www.bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 
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Piaya Linda 

Sell by Owner 
1 bedroom (#641)wk13 
Sleeps 4 available this year- 
discounted $12,000,= 
for info: thequake@aol.com or 
508-843-1953 on island till 3/11 

_212554 

EAGLE ARUBA RESORT 

week 1,2,3,4+5,6 

1 BR 1st floor $6500 
Paradise Beach 

week 50 Studio $4000 each 

2 BRwk 51-52 $15000 each 
Home 1518 537 6406 

Cel. 1518 965 7878 

After February 15, 2020 

desankabubnjevic3@gmail.com 

_212406 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
Dr. Wever 
Tel.524 8833 


y 


HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Botica Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Biood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Waik-in Doctor’s Ciinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Poiice 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicoias 
Poiice Tipiine 
Ambuiancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airiines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Biue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



March 12 

Carnival Horizon 

March 15 

Seven Seas Explorer 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Safety of Fukushima waste water focus of sea release debate 



In this Feb. 12, 2020, photo, a worker in a hozmot suit carries a hose while working at a water 
treatment facility at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant in Okuma, Fukushima Prefecture, 
Japan. 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
OKUMA, Japan (AP) — In¬ 
side a giant decontami¬ 
nation facility at the de¬ 
stroyed Fukushima nuclear 
power plant, workers in 
hazmat suits monitor radio¬ 
active water pumped from 
three damaged reactors, 
making sure it's adequately 

— thaugh net completely 

— treated. 

Three lines of equipment 
connected to pipes snak¬ 
ing around in this dimly lit, 
sprawling facility can pro¬ 
cess up to 750 tons of con¬ 
taminated water a day. 
Four other lines elsewhere 
in the plant can process 
more. 

From there, the water is 
pumped to a complex of 
about 1,000 temporary stor¬ 
age tanks that crowd the 
plant's grounds, where ad¬ 
ditional tanks are still being 
built. Officials say the huge 
tanks will be completely full 
by the summer of 2022. 

The decontamination pro¬ 
cess, which The Associated 
Press viewed on a recent 
tour, is a key element of a 
contentious debate aver 
what should be done with 
the nearly 1.2 million tons 
of still-radioactive water 
being clasely watched by 
governments and organi¬ 
zations around the world 
ahead of this summer's To¬ 
kyo Olympics. 

The plant's operator, To¬ 
kyo Electric Power Co., 
or TEPCO, says it needs to 
free up space as work to 
decommission the dam¬ 
aged reactars approaches 
a critical phase. It's widely 
expected that TEPCO will 
gradually release the water 
into the nearby ocean fol¬ 
lowing a government de¬ 
cision allowing it to do so. 
The company is still vague 
on the timing. 

But local residents, espe¬ 
cially fishermen, are ap¬ 


posed to the plan because 
they think the water release 
would hurt the reputation 
of already battered fish¬ 
eries, where annual sales 
remain about half of the 
level before the nuclear 
accident, even though the 
catch has cleared strict ra¬ 
dioactivity tests. 

TEPCO Chief Deccmmis- 
sioning Officer Akira Ono 
says the water must be 
disposed as the plant's 
decommissioning moves 
forward because the area 
used by the tanks is need¬ 
ed to build facilities for the 
retrieval of melted reactor 
debris. 

Workers are planning to 
remove a first batch of 
melted debris by Decem¬ 
ber 2021. Remote control 
cranes are dismantling a 
highly contaminated ex¬ 
haust tower near Unit 2, the 
first reactor to get its melt¬ 
ed fuel removed. At Unit 3, 
spent fuel units are being 
removed from a cooling 
pool ahead of the removal 


of melted fuel. The dilem¬ 
ma over the ever-growing 
radioactive water is part of 
the complex aftermath of 
the magnitude 9.0 earth¬ 
quake and tsunami that 
hit on March 11, 2011, de¬ 
stroying key cooling func¬ 
tions at the Fukushima Dai- 
ichi plant. Three reactars 
melted, releasing massive 
amaunts of radiation and 
farcing 160,000 residents to 
evacuate. About 40,000 still 
haven't returned. 

Except for the highly radio¬ 
active buildings that house 
the melted reactors, most 
above-ground areas of the 
plant can now be visited 
while wearing just a surgi¬ 
cal mask, cotton gloves, 
a helmet and a personal 
dosimeter. The area right 
outside the plant is largely 
untouched and radiation 
levels are often higher. 

The underground areas 
remain a hazardous mess. 
Radioactive cooling water 
is leaking from the melted 
reactors and mixes with 
groundwater, which must 
be pumped up to keep it 
from flowing into the sea 
and elsewhere. Separately, 
even mare dangerously 
contaminated water sits 
in underground areas and 
leaks continuously into 
groundwater outside the 
plant, experts say. 

The contaminated wa¬ 
ter pumped from under- 


Associated Press 

ground first goes through 
cesium and strontium re¬ 
moval equipment, after 
which most is recycled as 
cooling water for the dam¬ 
aged reactors. The rest is 
filtered by the main treat¬ 
ment system, known as 
ALPS, which is designed to 
remove all 62 radiaactive 
cantaminants except for 
tritium, TEPCO says. 

Tritium cannot be removed 
from water and is virtually 
harmless when consumed 
in small amounts, accord¬ 
ing to Japan's industry min¬ 
istry and nuclear regulatory 
officials. 

But despite repeated offi¬ 
cial reassurances, there are 
widespread warries about 
eating fish that might be af¬ 
fected if the contaminated 
water is released into the 
sea. Katsumi Shazugawa, 
a radiology expert at the 
University of Tokyo who has 
been analyzing groundwa¬ 
ter around the plant, said 
the long-term consequenc¬ 
es of low-dose exposure in 
the food chain hasn't been 
fully investigated. 

"At this paint, it is difficult 
tc predict a risk," he said. 
"Once the water is released 
inta the enviranment, it will 
be very difficult to follow up 
and monitor its movement. 
So the accuracy of the 
data before any release is 
crucial and must be veri¬ 
fied." 


After years of discussions 
about what to do with the 
contaminated water with¬ 
out destroying the local 
economy and its reputa¬ 
tion, a government panel 
issued a report earlier this 
year that narrowed the wa¬ 
ter disposal options to two: 
diluting the treated water 
to levels below the allow¬ 
able safety limits and then 
releasing it into the sea in a 
controlled way, or allowing 
the water to evaporate in 
a years-lang process. 

The report also urged the 
government to do more 
to fight the "reputational 
damage" to Fukushima 
fishing and farm produce, 
for instance by promoting 
food fairs, developing new 
sales routes and making 
use of third-party quality 
accreditation systems. 
TEPCO and government of¬ 
ficials promise the plant will 
treat the water for a second 
time to meet legal require¬ 
ments before any release. 
At the end of the tour of the 
treatment facility, a plant 
official showed a glass bot¬ 
tle containing clear water 
taken from the process¬ 
ing equipment. Workers 
are required to routinely 
collect water samples far 
analysis at laboratories at 
the plant. Radiology tech¬ 
nicians were analyzing the 
water at one lab, where 
AP journalists were not al¬ 
lowed to enter. Officials 
say the treated water will 
be diluted with fresh water 
befare it is released into the 
environment. 

Doubts about the plant's 
water treatment escalated 
twa years ago when TEPCO 
acknowledged that most 
of the water stored in the 
tanks still contains cancer- 
causing cesium, strontium 
and other radioactive ma¬ 
terials at levels exceeding 
safety limits. 

Masumi Kowata, who lives 
in Okuma, a town where 
part of the plant is located, 
said some of her neighbors 
are offering their land so 
that more storage tanks 
can be built. 

"We should not dump the 
water until we have proof 
about its safety," she said. 
'The government says 
it's safe, but how do we 
know?' '□ 
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Weinstein gets 23 years in sentence hailed by accusers 



Harvey Weinstein arrives at a Manhattan courthouse as jury deiiberations continue in his rape trial, 
Monday, Feb. 24, 2020, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK, TOM 
HAYS and JENNIFER PELTZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Harvey 
Weinstein pleaded for mer¬ 
cy and said he was "totally 
confused" by the sex crime 
case that got him sen¬ 
tenced Wednesday to 23 
years in prison, capping the 
anetime Hollywoad mo¬ 
gul's #MeToo downfall. 

His accusers — these who 
testified against him and 
many ethers who have spo¬ 
ken out elsewhere against 
the former Hollywood mo¬ 
gul — hailed the near-max¬ 
imum punishment for his 
rape and criminal sex act 
convictions as long over¬ 
due. 

Weinstein, 67, broke his 
courtroom silence to say 
he felt "remorse for this situ¬ 
ation." But he also argued 
that men are being ac¬ 
cused of "things that none 
of us understood." 
"Thousands of men are los¬ 
ing due process. I'm wor¬ 
ried about this country," he 
said in a calm but creaking 
voice. "I'm totally confused. 
I think men are confused 
about these issues." 
Weinstein has been ac¬ 
cused of violating scores 
of women. He was con¬ 
victed last month of rap¬ 
ing a once-aspiring actress 
in a New York City hotel 
room in 2013 and forcibly 
performing oral sex on for¬ 
mer TV and film produc¬ 
tion assistant Mimi Haleyi 


at his apartment in 2006. 
He faced a maximum of 29 
years in prison. 

The conviction marked the 
first criminal fallout from a 
raft of allegations that the 
Oscar-winning movie pro¬ 
ducer used his clout to lure 
women, sexually assault or 
harass them and then si¬ 
lence them. 

"Although this is a first con¬ 
viction, this is not a first of¬ 
fense," Judge James Burke 
said before revealing the 
prisan sentence. 

Both of the women Wein¬ 
stein was canvicted of 
assaulting told the court 
about the impact he had 


on their lives, and the em¬ 
powerment they felt when 
testifying against him. 

"Rape is not just one mo¬ 
ment of penetration. It is 
forever," said the 2013 rape 
accuser, who recalled a 
moment during the trial 
when she left the witness 
stand in tears and then 
could be heard screaming 
from an adjacent room. 

It was, she said, "the day 
my voice came back to its 
full power," she said. 

Asked later about her reac¬ 
tion after the sentence, she 
wiped her eyes, raised her 
arm and nodded her head. 
The Associated Press typi¬ 


cally does not name peo¬ 
ple, without their consent, 
who say they were sexually 
assaulted. It is withhalding 
the rape accuser's name 
because it is not clear 
whether she wishes to be 
identified. 

Haleyi broke down in tears 
as she told the court the 
2006 attack scarred her 
deeply and "stripped me 
of my dignity as a woman." 
The encounter made her 
rethink her career in the en¬ 
tertainment business and 
left her feeling afraid of re¬ 
taliation, she said. 
Weinstein, who has main¬ 
tained that any sexual 


activity was consensual, 
showed no visible reaction 
to the sentence. 
Beforehand, he gave a 
rambling speech that 
touched on his past chari¬ 
table fund-raising, his film- 
making career and a 
pledge that his new "mis¬ 
sion is to help people." 
He said his "empathy has 
grown" since his downfall. 
He said he had thought he 
had good friendships with 
Haleyi and the rape accus¬ 
er, who exchanged warm 
emails with him after the al¬ 
leged attacks. 

The rape accuser testified 
that she maintained a flat¬ 
tering, friendly tone with 
Weinstein because she 
thought it safer not to be 
seen as threatening. 

Years of whispers about 
Weinstein's alleged behav¬ 
ior burst into public view in 
The New York Times and 
The New Yorker in 2017. 
In the aftermath, more 
than 90 women, including 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Salma 
Hayek and other actresses, 
publicly accused Weinstein 
at sexual assault and sexual 
harassment. The takedown 
energized the #MeToo 
movement for speaking up 
about sexual assault. 

Time's Up, an organizatian 
created in the wake of 
#MeToo, on Wednesday 
hailed the women who tes¬ 
tified against him for "the 
impact that they have had 
on our culture at large."G 


Coachella festival postponed as concerts grapple with virus 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 

The uber-popularCoachel- 
la music festival has been 
postponed from its usual 
two-weekend-run in April 
to October due to con¬ 
cerns about the growing 
coronavirus. The festival’s 
praducer Goldenvoice 
made the announcement 
Tuesday, alsa confirming 
that Stagecoach, a ccun- 
try music festival, will also 
be postponed. Coachella, 
held in Southern Califor¬ 
nia, will now take place on 
Oct. 9-11 and Oct. 16-18, 
while Stagecoach will take 
place Oct. 23-25. 

“At the direction of the 
County of Riverside and 


local health autharities, 
we must sadly confirm the 
rescheduling of Coachella 
and Stagecoach due to 
COVID-19 concerns. While 
this decision comes at a 
time of universal uncer¬ 
tainty, we take the safety 
and health at our guests, 
staff and community very 
seriously. We urge every¬ 
one to follow the guide¬ 
lines and protacols put 
forth by public health offi¬ 
cials,” Goldenvoice said in 
a statement. 

The company said all pass¬ 
es for original dates will be 
honored for the resched¬ 
uled shows, and custamers 
will be notified by Friday 
an how to obtain a refund 



This April 13,2012 file photo shows festivalgoers running toward 
the main stage at the 2012 Coachella Valley Music and Arts 
Festival in Indio, Calif. 

Associated Press 

if they cannat attend. chine, Travis Scatt and 

Rage Against the Ma- Frank Ocean were origi¬ 


nally annaunced as head¬ 
liners of Coachella; Gold¬ 
envoice didn’t say if the 
performance lineup would 
change or stay intact. Oth¬ 
ers announced to perform 
include Calvin Harris, Lana 
Del Rey, Thom Yorke, 21 
Savage, Disclosure, Sum¬ 
mer Walker, Lil Uzi Vert and 
FKA twigs. 

Riverside Caunty, which 
has six coronavirus cases, 
declared a public health 
emergency on Sunday. 
“No doubt it will impact 
many people, but my top 
priority is to protect the 
health of the entire com¬ 
munity.” said Riverside 
County Public Health Of¬ 
ficer Dr. Cameron Kaiser. □ 
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This image reieased by Universai Pictures shows Betty Giipin in a 
scene from "The Hunt." 

Associated Press 
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Review: ‘The Hunt’ is a ciunky swipe at 
a divided America 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

Fittingly, tew tilms in recent 
memory arrive with a big¬ 
ger target on its back than 
“The Hunt." Our quick ad¬ 
vice? Lower your weapons. 
The horror-thriller with a 
healthy side of political 
commentary was pulled 
from release lost summer 
following backlash to its 
trailer depicting o group of 
wealthy, liberal Americans 
kidnapping and hunting 
down red-state stereotypes 
for fun. Some commenta¬ 
tors — including the presi¬ 
dent of the United States — 
were quick to criticize the 
film in the woke of several 
moss shooting despite nev¬ 
er seeing it, denouncing 
the notion of elitist Demo¬ 
crats brutally killing so- 
called “deplorobles." And, 
to be sure, it does depict 
that. But anyone who actu¬ 
ally watches the whole film 
will clearly be rooting for 
the deplorobles. 

It's not the Right but the Left 
that comes off for worse in 
“ The Hunt.” The hunters ore 
smug, NPR-listening, kimo- 
no-weoring, covior-eoting, 
onti-gun killers who seek 
approval on Twitter from 
Avo DuVernoy and hide 
their venality in humanitar¬ 
ian causes. 

“For the record, climate 
change is real!” one liberal 
screams at a prone victim 
before smashing his head 
open. Drinking o full sugar 
soda is anathema for this 
group, who ore finicky and 
smug. “Who has the hand 
sanitizer?” one asks while 
waiting to kill fellow Ameri¬ 
cans. 

Right-wingers ore mocked 
as well, to be sure. One 
character brings up the 
“deep state” and is con¬ 
vinced that o group of 
migrants he encounters 
includes “crisis babies.” 
Sean Honnity gets name- 
checked by another. 

Gilpin in a scene from "The 
Hunt" (Patti Perret/Universol 
Pictures via AP) 

The script was written by 
Damon Lindelof, who cre¬ 
ated “Watchmen” and 
“The Leftovers,” and Nick 
Cuse, a writer on both 
projects. Craig Zobel, who 


directed the post-apoca- 
lyptic survivalist tale “Z for 
Zachariah,” takes the helm. 
Originally scheduled to be 
released in September, 
the film comes out now as 
political winds ore blowing 
ever stronger. It really isn’t 
sturdy enough not to be 
ripped to shreds. 

The filmmakers hove cre¬ 
ated on uneasy and often 
awkward mix of murder¬ 
ous violence and social 
commentary, with one ele¬ 
ment often stepping on the 
other. Not many films can 
combine George Orwell 
references and o vicious 
stabbing with o meat ther¬ 
mometer. It’s oil as subtle 
os o bear trap. 

When the dust settles, "The 
Hunt” really stars Betty Gil¬ 
pin (from Netflix’s “GLOW”) 
and Hilary Swank ("Million 
Dollar Baby”). Each repre¬ 
sent opposite sides of the 
political divide. Both are 
smart, dangerous and re¬ 
sourceful. 

The film starts with o dozen 
people waking up in what 
appears to be a central Ar¬ 
kansas clearing, deposited 
there by ruthless, urban so¬ 
phisticates. They’ve been 
drugged and gagged and 
soon they are armed, pre¬ 
sumably to moke the hunt 
more exciting. 

The victims bear all the 
markings of boilerplate 
blue-collar red-stoters — 
mom jeans, work boots 
and vet caps, everyone 
grizzled and unfashionable. 
“We need to lean into the 
stereotype,” one character 
says during the movie and 
the filmmakers have done 
that in spades. 

Most members of the hunt¬ 
ed group never learn each 
other’s names and you 
shouldn’t get too attached 
either. To put it another 
way, actors Emma Roberts, 
Justin Hartley, Ike Barinholtz 
and Sturgill Simpson were 
probably paid by the hour. 
Mayhem ensues as the 
group is picked off one by 
one, until Gilpin’s character 
emerges as the film’s gutsy 
heroine and takes the film 
by the scruff of its neck. 
“The Hunt" later ham- 
hondedly tries to explain 
why the dozen victims were 


selected and then switches 
to the viewpoint of the six 
hunters, who — thanks to a 
calm and efficient Gilpin — 
are becoming the hunted. 
(Universal Pictures via AP) 
The concept of hunting hu¬ 
mans for sport has a long 
history, stretching back 
to Richard Connell’s 1924 
short story “The Most Dan¬ 
gerous Game.” It’s reliable 
grist for movies exploring 
the divide between rich 
and poor, most recently 
in “The Hunger Games" 
franchise and last year’s 
“Ready or Not.” This time, 
the divide is exacerbated 
by the left-right divide the 
movie itself has added. 

A satirical feature film is 
hard to pull off and the film¬ 
makers here have learned 
that a trailer for a satirical 
film is even harder. The 
balancing act is subtle for 
both and context is crucial. 
Jonathan Swift, one of the 
best at poking fun at soci¬ 
ety, called satire o tricky 
mirror where you see what 
you want: “Satire is a sort 
of glass, wherein behold¬ 
ers do generally discover 
everybody’s face but their 
own.” 

“The Hunt” is not great sat¬ 
ire or even a great film. It’s 
on unstylish and heavy- 
handed horror-thriller that 
turns into o revenge gore- 
test as it mocks everyone 
with a big clumsy paw. It 
balks at making any grand 
conclusions about the state 
of America or how to heal 
our divisions, unless there’s 
a message in the red-state 
character played by Gilpin 
cauterizing her torso wound 
with a high-end, blue-state 
kitchen torch. 

Toward the end, “The Hunt" 
warns us to be careful not 
to jump to conclusions 
about others or believe in 
dark internet conspiracies. 
That’s supremely ironic, giv¬ 
en what happened to this 
film. Anyway, it’s too late. 
These are not healthy days 
for satire, no matter how 
clownish. 

“The Hunt,” a Universal 
Pictures release, is rated R 
for strong bloody violence 
and language throughout. 
Running time: 90 minutes. 
Two stars out of four. □ 
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Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt’s book tackles forgiveness 



This March 9, 2020 photo shows Katherine Schwarzenegger Pratt posing for a portrait in New York 
to promote her book 'The Gift of Forgiveness: inspiring Stories from Those Who Hove Overcome 
the Unforgivable." 

Associated Press 


By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kather¬ 
ine Schwarzenegger Pratt 
has made a career of writ¬ 
ing what she knows, from 
teaching about healthy 
body image to grappling 
with entering the real world 
after graduating college. 
Her latest book, “ The Gift 
of Forgiveness: Inspiring 
Stories from Those Who 
Have Overcome the Un¬ 
forgivable, " is a deep 
dive into various stories on 
forgiveness. Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger Pratt, the eldest child 
of actor and politician Ar¬ 
nold Schwarzenegger and 
broadcast journalist Maria 
Shriver, writes in the book 
that she came up with the 
idea when struggling with 
how to forgive a friend who 
she had a falling out with. 
She interviewed 22 people, 
including kidnapping victim 
Elizabeth Smart and Tanya 
Brown, the sister of murder 
victim Nicole Brown Simp¬ 
son, and Sebastian Marro- 
quin, the son of drug king¬ 
pin Pablo Escobar, about 
their own experiences with 
forgiveness. 

Schwarzenegger Pratt says 
the biggest lesson learned 
is that forgiveness is not a 
one-size-fits-all process. 
“There isn’t one way to 
forgive, there's not o right 
way, o wrong way, there’s 
only your way,” she said. “I 
would never be able to tell 
somebody how to practice 
forgiveness specifically in 
their lives because it’s so 
unique to their situation.” 

In on interview with The 


Associated Press, Schwar¬ 
zenegger Pratt talked 
about writing, advocating 
for animals, and of course, 
forgiveness. 

AP: You talk to people for 
the book who’ve experi¬ 
enced some pretty heavy 
circumstances. Were you 
nervous to do those inter¬ 
views? 

Schwarzenegger Pratt: 

You’re always nervous 
when interviewing people 
that you don’t know about 
o topic that’s very intense 
like forgiveness. I reached 
out to everybody and 
didn’t know anyone be¬ 
forehand and just blindly 
asked them if they would 
be willing to sit down and 
talk to me about forgive¬ 
ness. I went into every single 


interview not knowing how 
much they would open up 
or what they would give 
me in the interview and ev¬ 
ery single person was just so 
incredible to talk to, so in¬ 
spiring and row and open 
and vulnerable. 

AP: What did you ultimately 
take away on forgiveness? 
Schwarzenegger Pratt: For 
some people it comes very 
easily and naturally and 
they can just decide to 
forgive someone and be 
done with it. And for o lot 
of people, myself included, 
it’s on ongoing process. So, 
it’s about being OK with it. 
AP: Did you want to be a 
writer growing up? 
Schwarzenegger Pratt: I al¬ 
ways would write in journals 
when I was younger and 


found it very helpful for my¬ 
self and therapeutic. If you 
hod asked me when I was 
10 years old if I would be 
writing books, I don’t know 
that I would soy that, but I 
think it’s been such o bless¬ 
ing for me in my life. I’ve 
been able to take situa¬ 
tions and topics that I hove 
struggled with and hove 
looked at others struggling 
with and it’s driven me to 
write about these topics to 
help other people. 

AP: Your dad is Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. Your 
mom is Maria Shriver and 
a member of the Kennedy 
family. You must’ve met 
so many notable people 
throughout your life. Is there 
anyone you haven’t met 
yet? 


Schwarzenegger Pratt: I 

don’t actually know who 
that would be. A lot of 
times I think of people who 
ore no longer on this earth 
that I would like to spend 
extra time with and I often 
will think about my grand¬ 
ma, especially os I’ve got¬ 
ten older. When you’re 
little you kind of take your 
grandparents for granted 
and when you’re older you 
wish you could go bock 
and talk to them about 
certain life things. So that’s 
probably who I would think 
about — both my grand¬ 
parents — to hove more 
time with. 

AP: You do o lot of animal 
advocacy and you hove 
your own dog. Maverick, 
whom you’ve written o 
children’s book about. Plus, 
you hove o form with your 
husband, actor Chris Pratt. 
Talk about why animals ore 
so important to you. 
Schwarzenegger Pratt: I’ve 
always been o big animal 
lover. When I adopted my 
dog, Maverick, and be¬ 
came introduced to the 
animal rescue world, it was 
such o blessing for me. To 
be o voice for the voice¬ 
less and advocate on their 
behalf is o really important 
thing for me. 

AP: You’re embarking on a 
book tour. Is it hard to leave 
Maverick at home? 
Schwarzenegger Pratt: 

Yes, but he has the great¬ 
est family support system. 
My mom is amazing with 
him and my sister, Christina, 
takes him for sleepovers 
and I’m so groteful.Q 


Leslie Marmon Silko wins $100,000 prize from arts academy 


By HILLEL ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Leslie 
Marmon Silko, winner of 
o lifetime achievement 
award from the American 
Academy of Arts and Let¬ 
ters, sees universal reach 
in her writings about her 
Laguna Pueblo heritage. 
“I’m especially proud of 
asserting the notion that 
we indigenous people ore 
citizens of the world,” she 
said in o recent telephone 
interview. “I’ve tried in my 
fiction to reflect that we 


hove the some underpin¬ 
nings, mythologically, that 
the Greeks and Romans 
and Scandinavians hove 
given to the culture.” 

The academy announced 
Wednesday that the 
72-year-old Silko is this 
year’s winner of the Chris¬ 
topher Lightfoot Walker 
Award for “significant 
contribution” to American 
literature. A key member 
of the so-called “Native 
American Renaissance” 
that began in the 1960s, 
she is known for her po¬ 


ems and stories and for 
such novels os “Ceremo¬ 
ny” and “Almanac of the 
Dead.” She said winning 
the Walker award encour¬ 
aged her about the cur¬ 
rent state of reading. 

“It has seemed that litera¬ 
ture and books and writ¬ 
ing hove gone into de¬ 
cline in the digital age,” 
she said. “I hod forgotten 
that there ore people who 
still love literature, serious 
literature.” 

The Lightfoot award is o 
biannual prize first given in 


2018 to Thomas Pynchon. 
The academy awarded 
prizes to 19 writers overall, 
13 of them women. The 
honors include $10,000 
prizes for “exceptional 
achievement” to Viet 
Thanh Nguyen, Wayne 
Koestenboum, Marie Ara¬ 
na, Sandro Lim and four 
others. Author and foreign 
correspondent Jonine di 
Giovanni won the $25,000 
Bloke-Dodd prize for non¬ 
fiction, Christine Schutt re¬ 
ceived the $20,000 Kath¬ 
erine Anne Porter Award 


for prose writing and Mary 
Ruefle won the $20,000 Ar¬ 
thur Rense Poetry Prize. 
Valerio Luiselli received o 
$10,000 prize for “o young 
writer of considerable liter¬ 
ary talent” for her novel 
“Lost Children Archive.” 
The E.M. Forster Award, 
o $10,000 honor for on 
outstanding young writer 
from Ireland or the United 
Kingdom, was given to the 
Belfast poet Stephen Sex¬ 
ton. 

The academy is on honor 
society founded in 1898.Q 
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Bringing it home: Find inspiration in pubiic spaces' decor 



This 2019 photo shows the inside ot andSons Chocolatiers in Beveriy Hiiis, Caiif., which was de¬ 
signed by Lauren Buxbaum Gordon and Nate Berkus. 

Associated Press 



This 2019 photo shows the inside of andSons Chocoiatiers in Bev¬ 
erly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By MELISSA RAYWORTH 
Associated Press 

Sometimes, sitting in a pub¬ 
lic place like a hotel lobby, 
you notice a mix of colors 
you'd never considered 
using in your own home — 
and you realize you abso¬ 
lutely love it. 

Or you see furniture that’s 
much more modern than 
you thought you liked, but 
it’s just what your living 
room needs. 

Interior designers say clients 
often tell them about public 
places with style they want 
at home. This can function 
as a useful shorthand, says 
Lauren Buxbaum Gordon, 
design director and partner 
at Nate Berkus Associates, 
who designs commercial 
and residential spaces. 

“If somebody tells us they 
love the Park Hyatt in New 
York versus the Greenwich 
Hotel,” Gordon says, “we 
know we’ve got a good 
place to start with them.” 
It’s not about trying to du¬ 
plicate that space's style. 
It’s more about specific el¬ 
ements — the flow of the 
space, or the lighting, or 
“the coziness factor” — 
that you’d like to emulate. 

If a client loves a certain 
resort in Mexico, Gordon 
says, that style is “probably 
not going to translate to 
Chicago, exactly. But we 
try to tap into some of the 
details: If they're respond¬ 
ing to wicker woven chairs, 
we can certainly incorpo¬ 
rate details like that.” 
Northern Virginia-based in¬ 
terior designer Tracy Mor¬ 
ris agrees: If you fall in love 
with the design of a sleek, 
modern dance club in Mi¬ 
ami, that’s worth noting. 
And though bringing that 
entire style home to a tra¬ 
ditional Georgian house 
might not work, Morris says, 
you can bring in “cleaner- 
lined pieces of furniture” to 
get a bit of that style. 
We’ve asked Gordon, Mor¬ 
ris, and Los Angeles-based 
designer Betsy Burnham for 
advice on the best ways to 
make this happen. 
LIGHTING YOU LOVE 
“There are so many differ¬ 
ent layers of lighting in res¬ 
taurants,” Morris says. “In 
a house, most people only 
have two: the overhead 
lights, and then maybe a 


lamp or two.” 

So, notice which restau¬ 
rants have lighting that 
pleases you, and see how 
they do it: Does the space 
have “cove lighting,” 
meaning things like strip 
lighting tucked out of view 
underneath cabinets or 
other indirect light? 

Take photos of light fixtures 
that appeal to you, and 
considering adding types 
of lighting you don’t have. 
NOTICE CHAIRS AND TABLES 
Is there a restaurant where 
you’d be happy to sit for 
hours and talk with friends? 
That’s the way you want 
your dining room to feel. 


says Burnham, and often it 
comes down to choosing 
the right chairs — in terms 
of style and comfort. 

So, take note the next time 
you're enjoying a restau¬ 
rant: Are the chairs fully 
upholstered, or made of 
wood or metal, or a mix of 
these? Do they have arms, 
and is that important for 
your comfort? 

Also, consider table shapes: 
Many of Burnham’s cli¬ 
ents love the long, narrow 
communal dining tables 
that have become popu¬ 
lar in restaurants — some¬ 
thing they might not have 
thought of otherwise for 


their home. 

If you discover chairs or a 
table you’d love to own, 
take a photo. “We use 
Google image search all 
the time,” Burnham says, 
when a client has a photo 
of a chair they like. If you 
can’t find that exact chair 
for sale, you might find 
something very similar. 
Burnham and Gordon 
both suggest Pinterest for 
this purpose: “If you have 
a particular restaurant in 
New York that you like, 
search for it on Pinterest,” 
Gordon says. “It’ll also pull 
up 1,000 other images that 
look similar.” 

CONSIDER YOUR SHEETS 
Hotel visits are a great way 
to test out design ideas 
for bedrooms, from furni¬ 
ture arrangements to color 
palettes to bedding. If you 
discover sheets you love 
at a hotel, ask the staff for 
the brand name and type 


of fabric. “Everybody talks 
thread count,” Morris says, 
but find out whether the 
hotel sheets that impress 
you are percale or bam¬ 
boo or jersey or something 
else. “Bamboo sheets are 
really silky and soft,” she 
says, “compared to the 
really crisp nature of per¬ 
cale.” 

Another bonus when stay¬ 
ing in a beautiful hotel 
room: Take a good look at 
the tiles in the bathroom. 
Hotel bathrooms “tend to 
be a little over-designed,” 
Burnham says. But you may 
notice a nice tile arrange¬ 
ment. “Or you could love 
the use of a small-scale tile 
on the floor versus a large- 
scale stone on the wall.” 

If you take photos “and you 
really think about it while 
you’re experiencing it,” she 
says, “you can bring a lot of 
that home with you.” 

Want one more finishing 
touch? High-end hotels 
and restaurants are often 
subtly scented with a signa¬ 
ture fragrance, Morris says. 
If you find out that one de¬ 
lights you, ask the staff if 
they can find out what it is. 
If they tell you the space is 
flavored with vanilla, Morris 
says, you go to a home re¬ 
tailer “and you buy yourself 
a vanilla candle. You do 
not need tons of money to 
make this happen.” 

And if you love a particular 
public space, don’t hesi¬ 
tate to ask the staff who 
designed it. You can get 
the designer’s name, fol¬ 
low them on Instagram and 
perhaps even direct mes¬ 
sage them a question. 

“I have people reaching 
out to me all the time on 
Instagram asking me ques¬ 
tions,” Gordon says.Q 






This 2019 photo shows the inside of andSons Chocoiatiers in Bev¬ 
erly Hills, Calif., which was designed by Lauren Buxbaum Gor¬ 
don and Nate Berkus. 

Associated Press 

























